
 Married 10 years 

 Adopted Lincoln in 2015 

 Live in the suburbs of Chicago, IL 

 

Favorite Dessert: 

C - lemon cake 

K - coffee ice cream 

L - strawberries 

 

Favorite Movie: 

C - Oceans 11 

K - Pride & Prejudice 

L - Disney's Cars 

 

Favorite Vacation: 

C & K - camping in the mountains 

L - visiting cousins  

 

Favorite Activity: 

C - woodworking 

K - painting 

L - playing with cars! 

QUICK FUN FACTS 

Lincoln’s 1st Birthday Party 

Carl, 

Karin  

& Lincoln 



"LIVE every moment. LOVE beyond words. LAUGH every day." 

Live...Love...Laugh...is a popular saying right now,  

and it is very true of our life. We want to really LIVE every moment that God has given 

us and being parents has made that more important than ever. Thankfully, our marriage 

and LOVE is stronger after going through infertility. And we feel a depth of LOVE for our 

son, Lincoln, that we didn't know was possible before becoming parents. Carl's sense of 

humor and Linc's silliness means that we LAUGH a lot!  

 

We are so excited to add to our family - we are ready to love, provide for and guide 

your child through all seasons of his or her life. We want to teach your child the things 

that are most important to us; 

to live for God, to think of others first and to be wise. 

 

We can never thank you enough for making an adoption plan for your child  

and we will be praying for a sense of peace during your pregnancy. 



EVERY LOVE STORY IS BEAUTIFUL, BUT OURS IS MY FAVORITE 
Karin grew up in the suburbs of Chicago and I grew up all over the Midwest. I moved to our area in my 20s to start my career. We met through friends 

and were married in June of 2006. What attracted us to each other?  Karin—”Carl was putting God first in his life and was so loving and faithful.”   

Carl—”Karin loved the Lord, wanted to be a stay-at-home mom and was so kind to others.”  Even after 10 years of marriage, we love coming home to 

each other and staying up too late talking at night (I’m sleepy right now!). We have a framed copy of our wedding vows to remind us what we promised 

that day – that we would put God first in our lives, love and serve one another like crazy and stick with each other always. When we got married we 

wanted 3 kids including a few adopted ones. We just didn’t know adoption is how we would build our entire family! Going through infertility and a mis-

carriage was shocking and hard, but it deepened our faith, drew us closer to one another and got us even more excited about adoption. Becoming Daddy 

and Mommy when we adopted Lincoln in 2015 has been the icing on the cake! Carl still loves to sweep me off my feet! 

10 years ago— 
we look so young! 

Annual Easter egg 
coloring 

We love cool photography! 



ABOUT KARIN 

I like to call Karin the “blonde blur.” She loves to be active! On any weekend you could catch 

her playing games with Linc while I cook a special breakfast, doing a craft to beautify our 

home or a friend's, reading a good book or getting together with friends at Starbuck’s. She 

likes shopping for deals, surprising me with little gifts, and, best of all, Karin loves spending 

time with Lincoln and me. She’s always watching out for others and finding ways to bless 

them; she loves texting encouraging notes to friends and family. Karin’s biggest dream has 

been to be a stay-at-home mom and she is SO EXCITED to be living that now. I always knew 

she would be a great mom and Linc is living proof of that every day! 

I love being a stay-at-home mom  
for weekday walks to the park! 

Happy Birthday, Karin! 

Annual  

apple picking 

Summer trip to the  
Botanic Gardens— 

we love how peaceful  
the gardens are 



ABOUT CARL 

I tell Carl often that he’s the best 

man I know. Carl is the kind of friend 

who helps remodel your kitchen or 

clean your messy garage and he is 

the kind of son that calls his parents 

just to check in. He holds my hand 

while we are shopping and he is 

home from work on time because 

family time is important to him. Carl 

works for a busy and growing  

company which is great for providing 

everything that our family needs. 

He’s a quiet guy who can tell an  

unexpected joke that makes  

everyone crack up. Since adopting 

Lincoln, I have seen Carl in action as 

a dad; everything from changing  

diapers to play- wrestling on the 

floor. Linc loves his Daddy! When 

the weather is warm, Carl plans all 

kinds of outdoor activities for our 

family – neighborhood walks, bike 

rides and camping weekends. But 

during the long Chicago winters, he 

loves working on projects around 

our home or watching a good movie. 

Building a snowman! 

Linc wrestling 
with Dad 

Capt. America  Twins! 

Working on a project 

with Carl’s dad 

Playing  

with bro-in-law 



LIFE WITH LINCOLN 

We adopted Lincoln from birth in March of 2015. Becoming parents has been exciting and exhausting all at once! Linc is a happy baby who loves his 

Daddy and anything with wheels (cars, trucks, trains, etc.) We can't wait until he's a little older and we can bring him to our town's Touch-a-truck 

event - he'll love touching a real fire truck! In his first year of life, he fit in 5 camping trips, a minor league baseball game and helped us deliver 

Thanksgiving meals to families from our church. Now that he's almost a year and a half, he is walking and baby talking and we are getting to see more 

of his fun personality. You can’t tell from his red hair and fair skin but he is half Cuban!  Carl and I both have siblings and so we want Lincoln to have a 

brother or sister to grow up with. One of our parenting goals is to help develop a close friendship between Lincoln and his future sibling that will 

keep them close for life! We have an open relationship with Lincoln’s birth family and post pictures/videos online weekly, Skype and see them a few 

times a year since they live near us.  Before we adopted Lincoln, we knew we would love him but now we see that it’s 1,000 times greater love!   And 

we want to share that love with your child too! 

Spaghetti is Linc’s fav! Daddy’s boy! 

Lincoln loves his cars! 

Linc tried his first apple at the orchard 
this year! 



ENJOYING THE SIMPLE  
THINGS IN LIFE 
Here are a sample weekend’s activities; 

we chill out Friday night watching a 

Redbox movie at home (usually an ac-

tion flick); Carl makes a big Saturday 

breakfast of Belgium waffles, we work 

on a few home projects, and finish the 

day by having dinner with friends. On 

Sunday, we go to church and maybe 

swing by Karin’s parents for dinner. We 

try to have a good balance of relaxing 

just- us time and fun activities with 

friends and family. We’ve got a few 

friends who have adopted and we plan 

get- togethers monthly. We love that 

our kids will grow up together! One of 

our favorite things to do is go camping. 

We live for the warm summer months 

when we can pack up the car with the 

tent, sleeping bags and fishing poles 

(and 100 other things!) and spend a few 

days in nature. We like to take an ex-

tended trip each summer and have visit-

ed the Smokey Mountains, the Black 

Hills, and the boundary waters of Cana-

da. We’d like to go to Colorado next! 

We can't wait to pass on our love of the 

outdoors to your child! 

Favorite part of camping:  

Tent sleeping in a rainstorm.   

Linc even sleeps through them! 

Segway tour of Chicago 

Baseball game with family 

Camping weekend  
with friends 

ATVing in S. Dakota 



WE LOVE OUR EXTENDED FAMILY 

Karin’s parents live 20 minutes from us and we see them and her two sisters and spouses often. Our 3 year old niece, Skyler, loves 

spending time Lincoln - especially at Grammy and Papa's house. We usually plan a few summer camping trips as a group, cele-

brate everyone’s birthdays together (10 birthday parties a year!) and spur-of-the- moment meals and game nights get scheduled 

often. Karin's family LOVES traditions so Christmas cookie baking and Halloween pumpkin carving are annual events. Carl’s family 

lives farther away, but we see his parents and his sister, brother-in-law and three nephews (1, 9 and 11 yrs. old) several times a 

year for holidays and our annual camping trip.  Carl’s parents come to visit every few months because they miss Lincoln so much 

(and us too!).  Time with our families is relaxing and with all the guys joking around, it’s always a good time. Our whole family is 

VERY excited about us adopting again and your child will be deeply loved by all of them. 

Carl’s family at  

our nephew’s baptism 

Karin’s Family Annual Christmas cookie baking  
with Karin’s sisters and niece 

It’s turtle time for 
Linc and Lex (cousin)! 

4th of July fireworks! 

5k Color run with 
K’s sister 



HOME SWEET HOME 
We love coming home. We are always greeted by our orange tabby cat, Poncho, who wants us to scratch him on the head. Our single-story home is 

roomy with lots of natural light - we've got 4 bedrooms so that's plenty of room for us and Carl's parents when they visit. Home is our favorite place to 

hang out. We all have our “spots;” Karin’s corner of the couch for crafting or reading, Linc’s toy area with lots of cars and books and Carl’s shop for 

woodworking and home repair projects. But most of the time, we’re all on the couch reading Lincoln’s books or playing in the backyard. We’ve got 

plans to renovate the kitchen in a few years and put a garden in the backyard—it’s fun to dream up new projects.  We like our neighborhood - lots of 

families our age, great parks and fun town activities like the community pool and town festivals. It’s important to us that our home be family-focused. 

We will always eat dinner as a family and we are intentional about quality time together. We want our home to be a place of great memory- making 

and the place where the neighborhood kids want to hang out! 

Christmas morning with  
Poncho! 

Backyard summer fun! Home sweet home! 

Christmas morning with 
Poncho! 

Walk to a park by  
our house 

Linc wants to help Carl  
work on a house project! 



OUR FOCUS, OUR HOPE, 
OUR PROMISE 

We believe that keeping our marriage strong is one of the best 

things we can do for our children. We have weekly date nights 

and continue connecting, even if in small ways, while life is busy 

with a little one. We can’t wait for your child’s first steps, first 

skinned knee and first crush – we want to be there for all of it. 

We will teach your child the things that are most important to 

us; to live for God, to think of others first and to be wise. We 

have taken a lot of time to talk about the kind of parents we 

want to be; protectors, providers, teachers and cheerleaders! 

We hope that you will partner with us in some way on this jour-

ney. We want your child to know their roots and that they were 

loved from the earliest moments of their life. We will respect 

your wishes on the type of relationship you would like to have 

with us. We would love to meet you and hear your story! 


