




Ethan,

Danielle	&

Emersyn	



Hello

We	hope	that	through	these	pages	you	can	see	how	deep	our	love	is:	our	love	for

the	Lord,	our	love	for	our	family,	and	most	importantly	-	our	love	for	you	and	for

your	baby.	We	believe	with	all	of	our	hearts	that	God	led	us	to	you	and	we	want

you	to	know	just	how	treasured	you	are	to	us.	We	love	you	and	we	are	praying	for

you	and	we	want	you	to	know	that	your	story	will	forever	be	apart	of	ours.	We	are

eternally	grateful	to	you.

All	of	our	love,

Ethan,	Danielle	&	Emersyn		





Ethan	and	I	will	have	been	married	for	6	years	in	June	2017.	We	met	through	mutual	friends	when	we	were

seniors	in	high	school.		I	was	a	public	school	girl	and	he	was	a	cool	private	school	boy.	I	was	17	and	Ethan

was	18.	A	friend	of	mine	and	a	friend	of	his	had	grown	up	together	and	decided	it	was	finally	time	for	our

friend	groups	to	meet.	I	saw	him	from	across	the	room	and	instantly	claimed	him	as	mine,	much	to	the

delight	of	my	friends	who	thought	I	was	totally	crazy	to	fall	in	love	at	first	sight.	The	rest	was	history!	

We	have	always	had	a	passion	for	adoption.	Ethan	grew	up	with	many	friends	that	were	adopted	and	it	was

a	normal	part	of	life	for	him	to	hear	stories	of	adoptive	families.	This	passion	grew	to	an	entirely	new	level

once	we	experienced	secondary	infertility	after	the	birth	of	our	daughter.	We	began	to	try	for	a	second

child	when	she	was	eighteen	months	old,	and	now	two	years	later	we	are	still	unable	to	conceive.

Throughout	this	two-year	journey,	we	feel	that	God	called	us	to	adoption	instead	of	pursuing	fertility

treatment.	He	put	on	our	hearts	a	deep	love	for	adoption	that	we	just	couldn’t	avoid	and	we	are	so

incredibly	honored	be	on	this	journey.	

Our	Story	



Why	I	love	her

	"I	love	how	thoughtful	my	wife	is

towards	others.		She	always	puts	the

needs	of	others	before	her	own.		She	is

the	best	partner,	friend,	and

companion	that	I	could	ask	for.		I	also

love	how	Danielle	always	finds	new

and	fun	things	for	us	to	do	as	a	family.

Whether	it’s	a	new	show,	restaurant,

game,	or	activity,	she	enjoys	finding

new	ways	for	us	to	spend	time	as	a

family.	"

Why	I	love	him

	"I	love	his	demeanor.	He	is	always

calm,	cool,	and	collected.	Nothing	gets

him	overly	upset	or	angry.	He	is	the

anchor	of	our	family	and	he	keeps	our

house	grounded.	I	love	the	way	he

tends	to	our	daughter	with	patience

and	gentleness.	She	really	responds	to

his	direction	and	I	believe	it’s	because

he	makes	her	feel	safe	and	loved,	just

as	he	does	for	me."



Meet	Danielle...

Danielle	is	fun,	exciting,	tenderhearted,	kind,

and	a	great	wife	and	mother.		I’m	so	blessed	by

her	support,	dedication,	and	selflessness	that

she	shows	everyday	by	the	things	she	does	for

this	family.

One	of	Danielle’s	passions	is	connecting	with

local	moms	and	sharing	her	journey	as	a	mom,

through	a	local	parenting	website,	as	a	project

coordinator.	Her	position	allows	her	to	do	what

she	loves	to	do,	while	staying	home	100%	of	the

time	with	Emersyn.			

Favorite	pastime:	Family	Vacations

Hobby:	Reading

Favorite	Food:	Pizza

Favorite	drink:	Coffee

Favorite	TV	show:	Parenthood	





Meet	Ethan...

Ethan	is	patient,	kind,	compassionate,	driven,

gentle,	and	most	importantly	a	man	of	God.	He

is	truly	my	best	friend	despite	being	my	total

opposite	and	I’m	so	thankful	that	we	got	to	be

high	school	sweethearts	–	I	didn’t	have	to	live

a	lot	of	life	without	him!

He	is	an	IT	Technical	Analyst	for	a	large

corporation	whose	headquarters	are	about	30

minutes	from	our	home.	His	job	is	very	flexible

and	he	usually	can	work	from	home	2-3	days	a

week,	which	we	really	enjoy!	

Favorite	pastime:	spending	time	with	family

Hobby:	house	projects

Favorite	Food:	pizza

Favorite	Drink:	coffee

Favorite	TV	show:	The	Office	





Meet	Emersyn

Emersyn is 3.5! Her personality is infectious. She is the “life of the party!” Every

room she enters, she makes herself known. She is very outgoing, loving, silly,

and enjoys entertaining people around her. She always keeps us laughing with

her performances she likes to put on! She is caring and loving towards her

friends and family and loves to snuggle up to the people she loves.

She just started dance class this year and absolutely loves it. She also goes to

preschool two days a week, which she really enjoys. Other activities she loves

include playing outside, playing with her baby dolls, making art projects, and

spending time with her friends and family. She	is	very	excited	to	become	a	big

sister	one	day	!









	Our	Home	

We	just	moved	into	our	new	home	in	October	of	2016.	It	is

an	older	home	that	we	spent	the	entire	summer

renovating	prior	to	moving	in.	It	was	a	big	project,	but	it

was	so	worth	it	to	create	a	home	that	is	truly	ours.		We

chose	this	house,	despite	knowing	it	needed	a	lot	of	work

because	of	the	wonderful	neighborhood.	Our	home	is

directly	across	the	street	from	a	park	with	a	beautiful	lake

and	walking	trail	and	the	neighborhood	school	is	also

within	walking	distance.	It’s	a	great	community	full	of

friendly	neighbors	and	children	are	everywhere!	Our

favorite	thing	about	being	home	is	that	it	is	truly	our	place

of	rest.	When	we	are	home,	we	love	to	snuggle	up	on	the

couch,	watch	one	of	our	favorite	movies,	and	eat	our

favorite	snacks.	It	sounds	simple,	but	we	really	do	just

enjoy	being	in	each	other’s	company.	

We	love	living	in	Minnesota	because	we	get	to	experience

all	four	seasons.	We	love	to	be	outdoors	whether	its	winter,

spring,	summer,	or	fall!	In	the	winter,	we	love	to	go

sledding	in	our	backyard.	In	the	spring	and	summer,	we

spend	a	lot	of	time	at	our	neighborhood	park	or	going	on

walks	and	bike	rides.	In	the	fall,	we	love	hiking	and	looking

at	the	beautiful	fall	leaves	on	the	trees.	Our	state	is	unique

that	we	get	to	enjoy	all	of	these	things!	

Weekends	with	us	

Our	Saturday	mornings	can	be	described	as	slow.	We	usually

watch	shows	together	as	a	family	for	a	couple	hours	once	we

wake	up	and	we	stay	in	our	pajamas	most	of	the	day	unless	we

have	somewhere	to	go.	We	love	to	pick	up	donuts	to	enjoy	as	a

special	treat.	Other	days,	we	will	make	a	big	breakfast	together

and	we	enjoy	some	time	around	the	table	discussing	the	previous

week.	We	may	run	some	errands	or	clean	the	house	if	necessary

during	the	day,	but	usually	Saturday	nights	we	like	to	do

something	fun.	We	work	hard	and	then	we	play	hard!	Places	we

like	to	go	include	the	movie	theater,	local	indoor	amusement

parks,	children’s	museum,	zoo,	or	out	to	dinner.

	Our	ideal	weekend	would	be	sleeping	in	on	Saturday,	making

breakfast	in	the	morning,	spending	time	together	by	playing

outside	or	going	to	a	fun	local	spot,	then	ending	the	night	at

home	with	a	movie	and	pizza.	Sunday	would	including	going	to

church.		We	love	our	church.		We	instantly	felt	connected	as	soon

as	we	started	going	there	four	years	ago	and	got	plugged	into

serving	and	being	a	part	of	a	community	that	fellowships	with

one	another	by	spending	time	together,	learning	about	who	God

is,	and	serving	our	community.		Afterwards	we	love		spending

time	with	one	or	both	sides	of	our	family	since	both	set	of

parents	live	within	5-10	minutes,	maybe	doing	some	work	around

the	house,	and	getting	to	bed	early	before	another	week	beings.	
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the	house,	and	getting	to	bed	early	before	another	week	beings.	



 

Extended	Family	

My	family	(	Danielle	)		is	very	unique	in	that	my	parents	are	divorced	and	both	are	remarried.	They

divorced	when	I	was	15	years	old.	However,	despite	that,	both	my	mom	and	my	dad	and	their

spouses	get	together	and	we	still	have	all	of	our	holidays	together.	It	is	very	special	to	me	that	my

family	can	come	together	in	love	despite	their	differences.	I	hold	my	sister	very	dear	to	me	as	well

as	my	three	stepsiblings	who	I	truly	couldn’t	imagine	life	without.	They	are	such	a	huge	part	of	my

life	now	that	I	can’t	imagine	what	my	life	was	like	before	they	were	in	the	picture.	We	are	one,	big

family!

My	family	(	Ethan	)	comes	from	a	bigger	family	so	there	are	lots	of	cousins,	aunts,	and	uncles	to

keep	family	functions	fun	and	exciting.		I	also	loved	growing	up	with	three	older	brothers	because

we	were	close	enough	in	age	to	play	sports	together	and	to	hang	out	together.		It’s	very	fun	to	see

when	my	brother’s	and	I	get	together	with	our	kids	that	kind	of	special	cousin	relationship	and	how

that’s	what	we	had	growing	up	too.		I’m	very	blessed	by	my	family	and	how	close	we	all	are.			





Holidays	and	Traditions	

Every	year,	a	few	days	before	Christmas,	we	as	a	family	go	up	to

Duluth,	Minnesota	for	an	event	called	Bentleyville.		Bentleville	is

the	biggest	Christmas	lights	show	in	the	US.		They	have	free

cookies	and	cocoa	and	the	kids	can	even	see	Santa	Clause.			Our

three-year-old	Emersyn	gets	a	huge	kick	out	of	it	every	year	and

thinks	it’s	the	North	Pole.		Our	other	family	traditions	include

getting	together	with	all	sides	of	our	family	for	a	time	of	fellowship

and	good	food.		

We	have	several	vacation	traditions.	Ethan’s	family	has	a

timeshare	on	the	beach	that	we	like	to	visit	every	other	year	with

his	entire	family	including	his	siblings,	their	spouses,	and

children.	It	is	a	very	fun	time	that	we	look	forward	to	and	gives	us

a	chance	to	connect	with	our	family	on	a	deeper	level.	As	far	as

the	three	of	us,	we	also	have	a	couple	traditions.	Every	spring,	we

enjoy	visiting	Chicago	for	a	long	weekend.	We	have	done	this	the

ever	since	Emersyn	was	a	baby	and	we	always	have	a	great	time

enjoying	the	sights	as	well	as	visiting	some	friends	that	live	in	the

city.	Another	trip	we	take	is	to	northern	Minnesota	every

Christmas	Eve.	We	get	away	to	check	out	a	fun	Christmas	light

display	and	we	enjoy	staying	at	a	hotel	with	a	waterpark.	We	have

a	mini	Christmas	–	just	the	3	of	us	–	before	driving	home	the	next

day	to	enjoy	Christmas	with	both	sides	of	our	family.	It	is	so	fun	to

escape	for	a	couple	days	and	really	get	into	the	Christmas	spirit.

We	have	friends	that	live	across	the	entire	US	and	some	that	even

live	overseas	and	we	enjoy	creating	vacations	out	of	opportunities

to	visit	them.





We	hope	that	through	these	pages	you	can	see	what	we	are	all	about:

We’re	about	faith.

We’re	about	fun.

We’re	about	creativity.

We’re	about	laughing	big.

We’re	about	family	and	friends.

We’re	about	togetherness.

We’re	about	adventure.

We’re	about	comfy	and	cozy.

But	mostly,	we’re	about	love.	So	much	love.

From	the	bottom	of	our	hearts,

thank	you	so	much	for	taking	the	time	to	get	to	know	us






