
Graham, Julie,
Mack

and Willy!



Thank You
Thank you so much for your courage in considering adoption 
for your child. Without someone like you, we would be unable 
to grow our family. Adoption will be a huge blessing to make 
our family complete. 

If you should choose us, know that we will love your child so 
incredibly much and he or she will know that your decision 
was an act of unconditional love. We want to share the love 
and help fulfill the amazing dreams you have for your child.  
We want to offer our support during this difficult time and wish 
you strength and peace.

Who We Are
We love the outdoors and spend most of our 
free time outside. On weekends, we love to:
• Play in the sand & toss a frisbee at the beach
• Canoe in the creeks & river behind our property 
• Bike to the nearby state park
• Enjoy the sunset in front of our campsite 
Recently, we looked at the forecast and saw it 
was going to be a nice weekend, so we packed 
up our tent, hooked up the boat and went 
camping along the river for the weekend.

We love eating bizarre foods, exploring 
new cities, and enjoying all types of 
cultures. The craziest thing we ever ate 
was baby octopus—it was very...chewy to 
say the least. Our favorite country is Ireland 
(because of the beauty, welcoming people, 
and that’s where we became a couple). We 
love experiencing other cultures, and we try 
to immerse ourselves in the culture when 
traveling. 

We enjoy a creative approach to life.  
We’re both designers, and love working 
with our hands and tackling all sorts of 
home projects. We’re not even scared to 
cut a big hole in the side of our house, even 
if it ends up being there a full week instead 
of 1 day like we planned... We’ll help your 
child explore their creative side.



Occupation:

Education:

Siblings:

Favorite Color: 

Favorite Season:

Favorite Activities:

Favorite Spot:

Favorite City:

Favorite Foods:

Favorite Dessert:

Favorite Saying:

Favorite Date: 

Favorite Vacation:

Interesting Fact:

Favorite Sport:

Favorite Animal:

Favorite Music:

Favorite Holiday:

Personality Trait:

Meet Julie (by Graham)

Julie is constantly thinking of others and putting 
their needs first. Whether it is collecting items for 
needy families, building an orphanage in Guatemala or 
volunteering at our son Mack’s school, she is always 
looking for opportunities to help others. Every 
Christmas she finds families in need with young children. 
She gets them household items that they can’t afford, 
clothing, and Christmas presents for the kids to help 
make their holiday a little more special. 

Julie has shared her dad’s obsession with 
maps since she was little...”maps” you 
may ask? Yes, she is the one who gets us 
from point A to point B. No matter where 
we go, Julie is the guide—taking us across 
the country or just through the woods. On a 
recent vacation Julie masterminded a 14-
mile hike through the mountains, taking us 
into the small town where our friends were 
getting married—talk about an entrance! 

Julie has always loved the outdoors. She’s as 
happy in a tent as at any resort. Growing up,  
her family trips with her sisters and parents were 
spent hiking, camping & skiing which led to her 
love of the outdoors and sense of adventure and 
exploration. (Her sisters said at the campsite  
you could usually find her either playing in— 
or eating—the dirt under the picnic table.)  
Her adventurous spirit and love for nature  
is infectious and keeps us all active. 

Graphic Designer / Stay-at-home mom 

Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Design

Youngest of 3 Sisters

Green

Summer

Hiking, Biking and Camping with family

Beach

San Francisco or any city in Europe

Sushi and Mexican

Cheesecake

“All You Need is Love”

Hiking a mountain then having a picnic at the top

Florida Keys with the family

She was published in a furniture design magazine

Swimming 

Cats and Panda Bears 

Jazz, Blues and Indie Rock

Christmas 

Loving

Julie at a Glance



Occupation:

Education:

Siblings:

Favorite Color: 

Favorite Season:

Favorite Activities:

Favorite Spot:

Favorite City:

Favorite Foods:

Favorite Dessert:

Favorite Saying:

Favorite Date: 

Favorite Vacation:

Interesting Fact:

Favorite Sport:

Favorite Animal:

Favorite Music:

Favorite Holiday:

Personality Trait:

Meet Graham (by Julie)

Graham is always in a good mood and is 
the life of the party—at gatherings and at 
home. I am always amazed how he can take 
any scenario and make it fun and funny. Our 
house is full of laughter every day. He often 
makes up songs to go with whatever we are 
doing at the time. These songs get stuck in 
our heads for weeks on end... 

Graham will do anything for his friends and 
family. This past year, he did a 9-mile kayak 
trip alongside his best friend who swam the  
9 miles in the open ocean. He agreed to be his 
support person without hesitation—or much 
preparation. After about 4 hours on the water, 
Graham got hungry and tried reaching back 
to grab his lunch, and oops—fell out of the 
kayak! He’s always a good sport, and we love 
all his funny stories.

Graham is kind-hearted, thoughtful and puts 
others before himself, especially when 
it comes to his family. When he was little, 
he saved and saved his money for a horse. 
After he had been saving for a long time, he 
decided he’d rather buy an American Girl 
doll for his little sister—something she really 
wanted. 

Industrial/Product Designer 

Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Design

Oldest of 3, Younger Sister & Brother

Blue

Fall

Boating, Fishing, Biking, Skiing 

Mountains

Dublin, Ireland 

Pizza and Asian

Peach Pie

“Seek opportunity, not security. A boat in the harbor 
is safe, but in time its bottom will rot out.”

A surprise to see my favorite band (Drive by Truckers) 
in a nearby city, then staying at a hotel

Skiing in Colorado

Just signed up to swim 4 miles around Key West

Soccer and Football

Dogs and Wolves

Rock, Oldies

Halloween

Playful

Graham at a Glance



Meet Mack
Mack is funny and outgoing, just like his 
daddy; he often steals the show. During one 
epic July 4th get-together Mack, age 2 at 
the time, had the entire party gathered in a 
circle around him while he made up his own 
dance and did moves that would make Bruno 
Mars envious. He’s guaranteed to keep things 
fun and exciting for your child as a younger 
sibling (and teach him or her some of the 
moves to impress the adults). 

Mack is a curious explorer, and loves to 
share his knowledge. He asks questions about 
everything—he wants to know how everything 
works, what every plant is called, and he loves 
to examine everything and take everything 
apart….which is why none of our flashlights 
work! He loves to share all of his knowledge 
with anyone he comes across. 

Mack would be an amazing big brother to your 
child. We each have two siblings and feel our 
lives would not be the same without our siblings. 
Our memories of our childhoods are shaped 
by everything we did with them—spending 
the whole day playing outside, playing games 
on long road trips to Grandma and Grandpa’s 
house... Your child will have a loving, fun big 
brother to share all of life’s adventures with.

Education:

Siblings:

Favorite Color: 

Favorite Activities:

Favorite Spot:

Favorite City:

Favorite Food:

Favorite Dessert:

Favorite Saying:

Favorite Vacation:

Interesting Fact:

Favorite Sport:

Favorite Animal:

Favorite Music:

Favorite Holiday:

Personality Trait:

Preschool (4K)

None

Blue

Going to Park, Zoo or Camping

Beach 

Anywhere with a beach 

Pickles, Olives, Cheese, Veggies (“Dinner Snack”)

Ice Cream, any flavor!

“Want to go play in the playroom?”

Tie: Skiing in Colorado or Aunt’s wedding in California 

He loves to help others, make them happy/laugh

Swimming or Biking (with training wheels) 

Bunnies, Elephants, Lions & Tigers (although horses 
are fun to ride!) 

Oldies 

Halloween 

Funny/Jokester

Mack at a Glance



How it Began...
We met in college in the intro class for our Industrial 
Design major—we caught each other’s eye and became 
instant friends. It wasn’t until the next year that we ended 
up on an “accidental date” while studying abroad in Europe:
“After our classmates bailed on us last-minute for a group dinner, 
we ended up at dinner, just us two. About halfway through we 
both had a realization that it felt like we were on a date, and we 
liked it... Later that evening, I tried to kiss Julie and she didn’t kiss 
me back (she says was taken by surprise since we’d been friends so 
long). Needless to say, the next evening when I tried a 2nd time, 
she returned my kiss.”

We have always dreamed of having a 
big family. When Graham was young he 
used to say he wanted 6 kids! Julie always 
wanted 3-4. We know adoption is the path 
for us, and we can’t wait to expand our 
family like we’ve always dreamed of. We’d 
love to adopt 2 children ultimately, giving 
your child 2 siblings. We’re so excited to 
begin this journey with you—we want to 
help you fulfill your dreams for your life 
and for your child, and are looking forward 
to learning what your wishes are.

We got married two weeks after college 
graduation AND two weeks after our senior 
projects were due—we joke that we liked to make 
things as challenging as possible! A funny moment 
at the wedding was when we accidentally blew 
out our unity candle by mistake, then Graham 
was given a lighter that he couldn’t operate while 
under pressure...oops!

Interests
We love to help others. Early in our marriage 
we went to Guatemala to help build an 
orphanage. We split our time between 
construction projects and playing with the 
children. We really bonded with one of the 
girls, Maria. She thought we talked funny, and 
she liked to laugh at Graham’s Spanish. We 
hope to go back one day and see her, and to 
help with the orphanage again. 

We are lucky to have friends that live in 
interesting places, so we travel as much 
as possible to see them. In the past few 
years we’ve gotten to stay (for free!) on 
the ski slopes in Colorado, in the Pacific 
Northwest—we loved taking the train to 
Canada—and on a sailboat for a week.  
A highlight of our last ski trip was getting 
stuck in over two feet of snow while 
sledding down a hill by our friend’s place.

We love to learn about other cultures to 
broaden our perspectives. Since we are able 
to take our design work with us anywhere, 
we can “live” in other cities for an extended 
time to immerse ourselves in the culture. 
Teaching your child those life experiences will 
be a huge passion of ours. We are excited to 
learn about your culture and incorporate it 
into your child’s life.



You’ll often find us all in the kitchen. We are 
passionate about food  and creating home-cooked, 
healthy meals. Julie maintains a community garden 
where she grows veggies and herbs. Graham loves 
to make dishes using his mom’s old family recipes. 
Julie loves to try new recipes all the time—some 
favorites are Korean, Indian, Mexican, Italian, 
and Caribbean. Julie loves to teach Mack how to 
bake—they’ll try a muffin recipe 10 different ways 
before deeming it a keeper!

A Day in our Life
We have our own design business and work 
out of our house, which means we get to 
have breakfast, lunch and dinner together 
almost every day.  Julie only works for the 
business during the busy season so she can 
be a stay at home mom the rest of the year. 

Every evening after dinner we take a stroll or 
bike ride around the block to enjoy the sunset. 
Just about every night, we pass by our neighbor 
and his black lab “Buddy” who gives us all a 
nice, wet lick. We also stop to pet all the cats we 
pass, including “Pet Me Every Time Kitty”, our 
neighbor’s gray fluffy kitty.  We love catching up 
with the neighbors while getting our animal time 
in since we’re all animal lovers. 

Our Traditions
Sunday is our cook day. We’re passionate 
about food. Mack has tried just about every 
cuisine out there, and often asks to eat sushi, 
Korean, or Greek. Julie’s dad travels and 
brings us spices from all around the world, 
allowing us to make authentic meals (our 
favorite is Indian!). We love trying out new 
recipes—our latest is crab cakes and crab dip 
made with local crabs caught by Graham & 
Mack from the creek in our backyard. 

Each summer we have a shrimp boil, and each 
winter we host a chili cook-off.  We have family, 
friends and neighbors over while the kids play 
in the creek or play hide and seek. We love to 
have a little healthy competition among friends. 
Julie has been making her famous spicy veggie 
chili for years now, so she’s perfected the recipe. 
Unfortunately for our friends, it has been voted 
the winning recipe the last two years...we tell 
them there’s always next year!

Every Fall when the whole family gets together we have our annual water balloon toss 
competition. Our last one quickly turned into a full-on water balloon fight. There wasn’t a dry 
piece of clothing in sight by the end of it. 



Our Friends & Family
Your child would not only have an amazing big brother, but 5 cousins, 4 uncles, 4 aunts, and 6 
loving grandparents (plus 75 great-aunts/uncles and 2nd cousins!). We spend a couple weekends 
each month with family, and do big, extended family gatherings 3-4 times a year. 

We love spending a week with family 
at the lake. We go every October once 
the air turns crisp and the leaves start 
to change colors. We fish, go out on the 
boat, play board games, and have a blast 
with both of our families. This past year, 
Graham, Grandpa, Mack and cousin Millie 
boated to the lake’s edge, hiked a ½ mile 
and found a beautiful waterfall. 

We love games of all sorts, including 
pillow fights. On a recent family trip, we 
had pillow fights every night. Millie, our 
5-year old niece, took Graham to the 
ground each time... The granddads get 
into the action as well, bringing along 
items like zip lines, squirt guns and water 
balloons—always a hit with the kids! 

When we’re with family, there’s always 
music playing—some favorites are oldies 
and jazz. There is usually some dancing, 
and always a good laugh as our family 
is full of entertainers. We love to have 
dance-offs with the kids and see who can 
get the most applause. 

Our Friends & Family
One of our favorite places to go is 
the river. We love getting together 
with friends and making a day of tubing 
down the rapids. Our favorite time was 
on Julie’s birthday. We started off going 
down the waterfall one-by-one, then we 
decided to get daring and go down in a 
chain for the finale. With much yelling 
and laughter, we managed to make it 
down still linked together!

We love surprise parties. It’s become a bit 
of a tradition (or rather, competition!) with 
our friends to surprise each other on their 
birthdays...but only when they least suspect 
it. One Friday, Julie picked Graham up after 
work, and he saw two suitcases in the back. 
She said, “All of our friends are waiting for 
us at a cabin in the mountains—SURPRISE!”

Growing up, Graham always had a dog and 
considered himself a “dog person”. When he 
met Julie he learned quickly that she had two 
cats, Willy and Bosco, that she loved dearly. 
He remembers when a dog tried to go after 
Bosco, Willy (the most laid-back cat ever) leapt 
from a high shelf to get in between the dog 
and Bosco and scared the dog off. On that day 
Graham became a “cat person”, as well! We 
plan on growing our family to include a dog in 
the future, as well.



Our Neighborhood
Our home is surrounded by woods, 
streams, marsh and a great state park. 
It’s a family-centered neighborhood—the 
type of place where kids explore and ride 
their bikes from morning until evening. 
Our favorite feature of our neighborhood 
is that we can be out on the water—
crabbing, fishing or just enjoying the 
scenery —right from our backyard. 

Growing up here your child will experience 
a close-knit community of friendly neighbors, 
children of all ages, pool parties and backyard 
cookouts. Our neighbors always wave or stop 
for a quick chat. Recently, we walked down to a 
neighbor’s house for a party—they had set up an 
outdoor movie in their backyard, complete with 
hot cocoa, fire pits, popcorn and s’mores. 

Our neighborhood has family-centered 
festivals & gatherings throughout the year: 
• July 4th Pool Party & Bike Parade 
• Halloween Party 
• Christmas Carriage Rides 
• Winter Chili Cook-Off 
This past Halloween, we met up with 
friends, walked to the big party at the park 
to see all the kids in their costumes, then 
went trick-or-treating as a big group. Our 
neighborhood goes all out for the kids.

Our neighborhood has a pool, and during the 
summer we go there every weekend. They 
offer swimming lessons for the little kids, and 
swim team for the older kids. We live a very 
active life   including swimming, jogging, biking, 
hiking, and soccer. Our favorite day this past 
summer included biking to the park, playing a 
game of outdoor bowling followed by a picnic, 
then meeting friends at the neighborhood pool 
for burgers and an evening swim. 

We love being on the water. We especially 
enjoy taking our boat out and exploring new 
areas. One day this summer, we packed up 
the cooler, got a big bucket of fried chicken, 
and took our little boat out with some 
friends with no set plan of where to go.  
We stumbled upon our own little private 
beach, where we fished, looked for shells, 
and made sandcastles.

Weekends

We bike to the park every weekend. We 
live right next to a fantastic historic state 
park, so we love to go there often. We 
often meet friends there and do picnics 
and play bocce ball. We went for the 
Autumn Festival and we got to see what 
life was like back in the 1700s. We enjoyed 
watching the colonial woodworker make 
tools used for firing the cannons. When 
they fired one later that afternoon, we 
could hear it from our house. 



Until We Meet
Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us. 
We have incredible respect for what you are doing and are 
honored that you would consider us as parents for your child. 
We hope this book has given you a glimpse into our lives 
and the joy we have as a family. We are fully committed to 
adoption and hope to complete our family and dreams of 
another child. 

We promise that your child will always know the incredible 
sacrifice you made and please know that you will always hold a 
special place in our hearts. We would gladly welcome any level 
of openness you would like to have going forward and would 
feel incredibly blessed about this gift of your child. Thank you 
again and we look forward to hearing from you soon!


