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KELLY & ARISS



Hello!
We can’t imagine the strength and selflessness it takes to 
consider an adoption plan for your child, and we appreciate your 
time and the opportunity to share our story with you.  We hope 
that you see how much love we have to share if you choose us to 
raise your child.  We assure you that we will nurture and help 
your child achieve all of the goals and dreams that you have for 
them.   

Most importantly, we hope your search will lead you to peace 
and finding the perfect family for your child.



About Us
We are so thankful to come from big, 
diverse families who we speak to 
most every day and see every few 
weeks.  Filipino, Irish, Korean, Greek, 
Danish, Japanese and Italian are only 
a few of the cultures represented.  
Last Christmas Eve, when everyone 
came to our house for dinner, we 
counted 10 different nationalities – all 
with their different customs and 
traditions!  We want to learn about 
your family heritage and traditions so 
we can pass them along to your child.  
We know this is important to help your 
child develop their own identity and 
relate to your family history. 

A love of the outdoors has led us to 
many incredible adventures.  We often 
spend weekends hiking with friends.  We 
recently hiked to the top of a historic 
stone castle with our good friends Ashley, 
Jay and their son Wes, and we’ve even 
hiked the Grand Canyon.

Your child would have every 
opportunity to explore and grow.  Our 
parents instilled a sense of 
adventure in us through endless 
encouragement and we want your 
child to feel that too. Last year on 
vacation in Hawaii, Ariss saw lots of 
people surfing on the beach and he 
immediately knew he wanted to learn 
how to surf!  After only a few minutes 
he was standing up on the board and 
spent the entire day in the water.



Coming Together

We both love tennis and met while playing in a 
local tennis league.  Although Kelly taught tennis 
for many years, Ariss is definitely the better player.  
Kelly was intimidated by Ariss’ ability on the court 
and Ariss admits taking it easy on him during the 
first few games.  Even though we only played a few 
matches, we knew there was an instant connection.  
Our friends in the league even knew we’d be 
perfect together.  Most evenings we still go to our 
local courts and practice together.

Our first real date was at a amusement 
park. Secretly, we were both a little 
nervous to ride the roller coaster but of 
course we didn’t mention that to each 
other.  After that day, we agreed that any 
future dates would be on solid ground.  Over 
the years together our true admiration and 
respect for each other keep our relationship 
strong… and our mutual sense of humor 
keeps us laughing everyday!

Our strong sense of family values has led us 
to make family our first priority.  We knew 
early on we would adopt and share our 
family with others.  Nothing brings us more 
joy than spending time with the children in 
our family like our nephew Gavin, who 
won’t let his uncle Kelly pass by without 
requesting a piggy-back ride!  We’re both 
excited to start this journey with you and 
your child.



About Ariss 
by Kelly

Ariss’ youthful personality and creativity 
always get me thinking. He’s always 
proposing impossible ideas that make me 
smile.  When he starts a conversation with 
“What if…” I know I’m going to laugh. He 
recently said “What if we had a little 
monkey that rode around on Olive’s back 
all day?” “What if I was taller than you?”  
“What if all of our living room furniture 
was in our kitchen?” Ariss makes me 
laugh 100 times a day. 

Ariss grew up in a musical family, 
participated in choir, and learned 
to play the violin.  It’s no wonder 
he’s always singing and dancing 
around the house.  His favorite 
song to sing is Part of Your World 
from Disney’s The Little Mermaid.  
It amazes me that he knows the 
lyrics to so many songs. 

Fitness and team sports play an 
important role in Ariss’ life.  As well as 
tennis, he ran track in college and belongs 
to our local CrossFit Gym.  Recently at a 
community fitness event he was able to do 
100 pull-ups, 200 push-ups and 300 squats 
which raised money for Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) awareness. 



About Kelly 
by Ariss

Kelly loves to bake and his favorite 
things to make are chocolate chip 
cookies. Kelly comes from a long 
line of bakers…both his mom and 
grandmother always had something 
in the oven. He’s always 
experimenting in the kitchen to 
come up with new recipes.  Once I 
was having a terrible day at work 
and he decided to make a batch of 
cookies just to make me feel 
better. 

Kelly’s passion is mountain 
biking. During his rides, he likes 
to stop and take landscape 
photographs which we have 
hanging all throughout our 
home.  A couple of years ago he 
even visited Mongolia to shoot 
pictures for National Geographic 
where he met kids that had 
never seen photos of themselves 
before.  He is a talented 
photographer who will help your 
child find his or her creative 
side. 

Kelly truly loves children.  During college, 
he was a camp director at a local summer 
camp, a boating and tennis instructor and 
mentored children from diverse 
backgrounds. When we hang out with the 
kids in our family, he’ll never turn down a 
request to play a game or help them with 
their hobbies.  Our friend Wes loves to take 
selfies and make goofy faces.  



Our Free Time

We both enjoy landscaping 
and gardening.  In the spring, 
we visit our local nursery to get 
some new plants.  Ariss’ 
favorite flowers are peonies and 
roses

We spend a week or two on Cape 
Cod every summer. Last year we 
visited during the annual 
Portuguese Festival and spent the 
entire day out on the beach 
looking for whales and eating ice 
cream with our friends. The sense 
of community and tradition in the 
small towns brings us back year 
after year.

Cooking and eating is one of our favorite 
things to do – especially breakfast. We 
like to look for new places that serve great 
pancakes and eggs. One time, we asked 
the cook if he could make us a really big 
pancake to share. Ariss ended up eating it 
all by himself!

which he cuts and 
puts all throughout 
the house. Kelly is 
always planting new 
trees in the yard and 
keeping things tidy. 



Our family gatherings are filled 
with games that involve 
everyone.  At Christmas time we 
have a huge Jenga tournament 
which always ends with a giant 
pile of blocks on the floor! One 
time, Ariss was losing a game 
against Kelly’s niece Shelby and he 
pretended to fall onto the Jenga 
blocks so they’d have to start a 
whole new game! 

Our Family

With such a big family comes diversity in 
both culture and interests.  We have a 
nephew who is a cowboy, a brother who is 
tennis pro and one who is a black belt in 
karate.  We’re a family of inclusion who 
embrace ethnic diversity.  Your child will be 
exposed to caring, supportive people with 
open minds.

Ariss learned to take care of others from his mom 
Helen who was instrumental in raising him and all 
the children in the family.  When Ariss and his 
brothers were young, they would come home 
after school to chicken nuggets made by his mom.  
She’d then get them ready for their homework. 
We plan to have Helen live with us so your child 
would have a grandparent they see everyday.

We have a very close extended family who all live within a few minutes drive. Your 
child would be surrounded by a loving, supportive family of a grandparent, 14 aunts & 
uncles and 12 cousins. 



Our Family

Every 4th of July we gather at the family 
farm to pick blueberries and barbeque. 
Our nephews Rune & Gavin bring everyone 
together for a big game of tag. The little 
kids get to have squirt guns because they 
think they’re too little to catch anyone. 
All the adults usually end up getting 
soaked! 

It seems like the whole town comes 
out to the farm to see the giant 4 

th of July fireworks display.  At the 
end of the night, all of the children 
in our family gather together to 
light sparklers.  This year, our 
nephew Gavin presented Kelly with 
a giant mound of ice cream topped 
with a sparkler to celebrate his 
birthday!

Filipino cooking is a huge part of our 
family gatherings. Ariss’ mom cooks 
traditional egg rolls, noodles, fried rice 
and tempura shrimp. Kelly’s family brings 
in traditional Danish desserts and 
homemade Swedish meatballs.  At the end 
of the night we divide up the leftovers – 
last time we got together, we brought 
home enough fried rice & chicken rolls for 
a week!  



Our Holiday Traditions

Our family loves Christmas. Every year 
we search our local tree farm for the 
perfect Christmas tree.  Last year a 
huge rainstorm rolled in right when we 
found our tree - luckily we got it in the 
truck just before the huge downpour.  It 
was the most beautiful tree we’ve ever 
had. We know how important it is for 
your child to be able to carry on your 
family traditions and culture and we 
want to bring your traditions into our 
home. 

New York City is only an hour train ride 
away.  Every year we go to the city to 
look at the Christmas Tree in Rockefeller 
Center and to watch a Broadway show. 

Ariss loves creating new ideas to decorate our 
tree. This past Christmas, he wanted an all white 
décor with animals as the lead decorations. The 
tree came out beautifully, and one of a kind. Our 
favorite ornament is a polar bear. On Christmas 
morning, we continue our other tradition of 
making pancakes and omelets as we all listen to 
Christmas songs and watch  A Christmas Story 
while we lounge on the couch enjoying the 
peaceful day.

This past Christmas, we 
went and saw Aladdin 
the musical. Of course 
Ariss knew all the 
lyrics. 



Our Home & Community

Our home in an historic, New 
England town. We have a 
huge backyard where we 
grow herbs and flowers.  
Growing up nearby, we really 
appreciate everything the 
suburbs have to offer. Our 
neighborhood has many 
families with small children.

We live right on our town green 
where bands and concerts happen 
all summer long.  It’s a gathering 
place for families to bring a picnic 
dinner and listen to music.  One of 
our favorite things to do after the 
concerts is to walk across the street 
to the ice cream parlor and get their 
famous homemade cookies & cream.  
We go so often, the owner has 
gotten to know us and usually gives 
us free hot fudge.

One of the reasons we live here is because of 
the local beaches. During the summer we 
have dinner at the beach at least once a 
week.  Just recently, Kelly surprised Ariss 
with a birthday party at the beach. We
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had a great time with our 
friends and family even 
though a seagull ended up 
stealing Ariss’s 
hamburger!



Olive

Growing up, animals were always a big part of 
our families.  Our love for both cats and 
dogs, led us to Olive.  We both knew we 
wanted to save a rescue animal.  We thought 
we were going to the shelter to pick up a pet, 
but she picked us first.  As soon as her cage 
door was open she ran right to us and jumped 
in our laps.  We think that she got her name 
from her brilliant green eyes that sort of look 
like little olives.

“Chase” is her favorite game…she’ll 
sneak up behind us and run away as we 
turn around hoping we’ll chase her around 
the house... and we always do. One time 
after running around the house for 20 
minutes, she disappeared only to be found 
hiding beneath the comforter. She knew 
she was found so she ran right through 
Ariss’ legs and down to the basement. We 
couldn't’t find her until she was ready for 
dinner… she’s a prankster.

Olive loves being around children and 
is not shy about showing her affection.  
Our  friend’s baby Maya can’t wait to 
feed Olive when she comes to visit.  
Olive learned to give a “high five”
before getting treats 
and now Maya follows 
Olive around the house 
insisting on high fives. 



Our Daily Life

Ariss has a degree in Biological Sciences 
and Psychology and works in the health 
insurance field as a quality analyst.  The 
best part about his job (besides the great 
health insurance) is that he works at 
home and only works until 3:30 each 
day!  This gives him lots of free time in 
the afternoons. Olive loves to sit in his 
lap during his morning calls.  His co-
workers can usually hear her purring in 
the background.

Kelly has a degree in film 
production, and is a 
cameraman for films and 
television shows.  He 
makes his own schedule 
so his hours are very 
flexible– some days he 
works on location but he’s 
looking forward to 
spending most of his time 
at home being a great dad.  
Kelly has worked on lots of 
TV shows and movies but 
his favorite was Sesame 
Street. 

Every Tuesday night we babysit our 1 year old 
nephew Luca. He’s just starting to walk and now 
his favorite game is “hide and seek”. Ariss and 
Luca wear each other out running around the 
house chasing each other. Luca’s laughter and 
silliness are contagious and your child will no 
doubt have a close friend to grow up with. 



Thank you!
Thank you for taking the time to find out more about us. We hope that this has 
given you some more insight about our lives, community, and how much love we 
have to share. Choosing an adoption plan for your child must be an incredibly 
overwhelming, selfless and difficult decision to make but please know that 
given the chance, we would make sure that your child is given every 
opportunity available to develop into a caring and loving adult. 
Our close friend Jason was adopted and we’ve learned from him just how 
important it can be for a birth mother to maintain contact with their child 
throughout their life. We want you to know that we look forward to continuing 
this contact with you if you decide that’s right for you. 

We admire your courage and respect the decision you are making. 

Thank you for reading our story,


