Faith is being sure
hope for.
It is being certain of
what we do not see.

of what we

Photo taken on our engagement trip to Mexico.

Meet Our Family

Mark, Lauren and Kate

Dear Friends,

We are so thrilled that you would consider
us for this important decision. We admire
your strength and truly respect the
incredible gift you are giving. We hope you
can get to know us through our book and
feel the love we have for the family and
friends we are so fortunate to have in our
lives. We look forward to learning more
about you as well. You are a blessing and
we hope your life is as enriched by
knowing us as ours will be in meeting you.
We hope you can feel our love and excitement to be a family of 4!

Getting to know us
When we were told that we could not carry a baby
ourselves, we were naturally devastated. We both
have always known we wanted to parent and felt
called to adopt. Our first journey through adoption
has been wonderful. We are hoping and praying to
welcome another child to complete our family. We
feel blessed to be able to offer a child a wonderful
home, with your help. Thank you for giving us a
chance to provide a stable life and a lifetime of
memories of fun times for this child. We hope we
can express here our love and the love of our
family and friends in the desire to welcome another
child into our family. We look forward to sharing
more as you get to know us.
We love just being a family.

How we met
We were paired on
eHarmony and instantly
knew there was something
special about each other.
On our first date we sat
and talked for almost 6
hours! The conversation
flowed so easily between
us we lost track of
everything else in the
world. We openly talked
about our desires to have
children and how many we
wanted. Parenthood has
brought us more joy than
we ever could have
expected and now we long
to share our happiness
with another child.

We are ready with open arms to welcome another
child into our lives. Our families are just as excited
as we are and your child will be spoiled with love
for a lifetime. Your child will be our greatest priority
and we promise to love your child with all we have.

We love to see plays with friends. We've been going with the same group for almost 5 years
now.

Family is most important to us. Our families
are very close to us, both physically and
emotionally. We spend nearly every weekend
and some week nights with them in addition to
talking and texting daily.

Family vacation to San Francisco

We have the best times with our families. We love
to laugh and reminisce about our favorite
memories. Usually, it is the simplest of plans that
lead to the best moments spent together. Whether
we're sitting around a fire pit, having a dance
party, going to a festival, or watching a big football
game together. We are fans of many football
teams, such as: Wisconsin Badgers, Green Bay
Packers, and Notre Dame. Your child's life will be
enriched with a lifetime of family memories.

Birthday Dinner Celebration

With Lauren's family at Kate's Baptism

Playing with our friends from
Wisconsin.

Our niece Ellenna and nephew
Brady visiting Florida.

Uncle Bryan and Aunt Jaime.

Attending a friend's graduation
party.

Having a playdate

Date night with our friends
Amy and James.

The first night Kate was
home.

Kate's official Family Day Celebration.

Family tradition of making
ravioli from scratch.

Four generations.

Some of our favorites
Traditions are also important to us. We like to host
Thanksgiving and Easter meals at our house for both families,
our friends and neighbors. Another tradition we hold dear is
every year before Christmas we host our closest friends and
Mark cooks lasagna, Lauren's favorite, from scratch using his
family's secret recipe. It's always a big hit!
Mark loves to dress up in costume, even if it's just for a trivia
night with friends! His favorite holiday is Halloween or any cool
night in the fall. Lauren's favorite holiday is Christmas and she
has a whole closet designated just for decorations. She loves
snowfall, sitting by a fire, and sending Christmas cards.

All about Mark
Mark works at a financial
institution. While he has
been with the firm for over
18 years, he has been in a
management capacity for
a little more than six
years. He plays softball in
the spring and summer
and also enjoys volleyball,
fishing, and golfing
whenever he can. Mark is
a wonderful father
because he is patient and
always willing to teach.
He is respected by many
because he can
understand a situation
from any point of view and
help others to understand
as well.

Mark has an older sister, Heather, who is a scientist for
a major agricultural production company. She has two
children, Ellenna and Brady. We get to spend time with
our niece and nephew weekly. One of their favorite
activities is having sleepovers at Uncle Mark and Aunt
Lauren's house! They can't wait to welcome another
child into our family! Mark's family is originally from the
Milwaukee area and moved here in 1993. We try to
get back to visit with family in Milwaukee at least 1-2
times a year and they come down to visit also. We live
within 10 minutes of his parents and sister.

Mark with our nephew Brady and getting his first pedicure.

All about Lauren
Lauren is an audiologist and helps people of all ages hear
better. She works part time to be able to spend more time
with our daughter Kate. Together they discover all kinds of
adventures from play dates to shopping or exploring different
parks.
When Lauren is working, her mother or our friends watch
Kate. She enjoys yoga, socializing with friends, and
experiencing new restaurants around town. Lauren is always
thinking of others and very generous. She is a wonderful
mother because of her amazing nuturing skills and ability to
roll with whatever may come about each day.

Lauren with her mom on vacation and attending a Green Bay Packers game.

Lauren has one younger brother, Bryan, who lives in Alaska. He
is a float plane pilot for a resort area. While he does not come
home often, we stay in contact with him through social media and
FaceTime frequently. Lauren's parents are originally from the
Chicago area and transferred here in 1976. All of Lauren's
extended family still lives in Chicago and we try to visit with them
often. We live about 5 minutes away from Lauren's parents.

Lauren's brother visiting from Alaska.

Our daughter, Katherine, joined our family in December 2014. We were on
vacation when we got the call that we were chosen and rushed home to meet
her. Everything happened in 24 hours but with the help of our family and
friends it all went smoothly. We have an open adoption and exchange text
messages, phone calls, and photos frequently with Kate's birthmother. We
also send her a monthly packet with an update about Kate's developments
and photos. Once a year we get together with her birth family for a visit. It is
a very positive environment and we hope to share a similar relationship with
you if you desire.

Discovering her shadow.

All about Kate
Kate is the happiest
little girl you will ever
meet. Her smile is
infectious! She loves to
be outside whether it is
playing in a sprinkler,
going for a walk, or
exploring a dirt patch.
She also has a passion
for shoes and is a
fashionista in the
making! From the
moment we first met,
we learned what
unconditional love is
and jump at the chance
to love another child
unconditionally.

In preparation for our new life as parents, we moved into a bigger
home four years ago. Our house is an atrium ranch with 3
bedrooms on the main level. We live on a street with lots of
children of all ages who all play together. Our school district is
one of the top in the state and many of our friends are educators
in this district as well. Our church is around the corner with one of
the largest memberships in the county.

Thank you for your consideration of us in this important
decision. We are humbled by the chance to be your
child's parents. We recognize your heroic choice and
your child will always know about your selfless act. We
welcome communication as he/she grows and promise
to give your child the best life possible. We will take
travels, enroll in activities that interest him/her, and
teach life's lessons. Without you, we would never be
able to be parents. For that we will be forever grateful.
If you choose us, you will be helping us fulfill our lifelong
dream that without you would not be possible.

