Nick & Sami

We Live at the
Beach!

Cooper, Buddy,
and Mrs. Kitters

Thank you

so much for taking the time to get to
know us! If you choose us, please know that we promise
to express how much you love and care for your child.
Please know that we will make sure he or she always
knows your decision was unselfish and made out of
unconditional love. We look forward to nurturing your
child’s dreams, while providing a fulfilling and stable
source of support. We admire your courage and hope you
find peace in what must be a stressful time.

This Is Us!
We live at and love the beach. In the
evenings we walk on the beach feeling
the sand between our toes, hearing the
waves crashing on the shore, and inhaling
the fresh ocean breeze. Currently, it is
turtle season, so all month we have seen
baby sea turtles leaving their nests and
heading for the water. Every now and
then the turtles get lost, so we pick
them up and put them in the ocean. Your
baby will grow up building castles in the
sand, frolicking in the ocean, and chasing
seagulls along the shore.

We value education and strive to be
lifelong learners. We believe it is
important to learn in the classroom, but
just as important to gain life experience
and learn from others. Last summer we
took our nephew and his siblings to the
Parthenon replica in Tennessee. He had
learned about Greek mythology in school,
so we thought it was worth the drive to let
him see some artifacts up close. Your baby
will grow up seeing the world as a
classroom.
Sami grew up in a very blended family. Her
father was married a number of times, and
fortunately all of the ex-wives developed a
deep friendship, which created a unique family
unit for the children. Sami’s mom and stepmom
even moved into the same neighborhood,
allowing the girls to grow up together. Some of
the women eventually remarried and had other
children. Sami was so close to these kids, that
she playfully refers to them as her quarterbrothers (because they are her half-sister’s
half-brothers.) Your baby will grow up
understanding that all families are unique, and
love is all that matters.

How We Met
We met on the beach shortly after Sami
moved to town. Thanks to her unconstrained
lack of shyness, she flagged down Nick and his
friends to ask if she could borrow a bike to
ride down the beach. All of the guys were
caught off guard, but she was so enthusiastic
they let her take Nick’s brother’s bike.
Thankfully she came back a few minutes later.

It was not love at first sight, mainly because
Nick is very quiet around new people. But we
live in a small town, so random exchanges grew
into friendship. Nick has an extremely dry
sense of humor, and in the beginning he
confused Sami a lot by only speaking to her
using obscure movie quotes. However, once
Sami realized that he is almost ALWAYS
kidding, our friendship grew into a relationship.

Our first date was extremely active. We met at
the beach so Nick could teach Sami how to surf.
After a lunch break we tried fishing. Eventually,
Nick caught a fish, and as he was unhooking it the
fish pooped all over Sami who was sitting
downwind. Nick knew she was a keeper when she
laughed instead of cried over the mess.

From the beginning of our relationship, Sami told
Nick that adoption would be part of our family
story. Infertility is common in Sami’s family, and
she always felt her heart was leading her in that
direction. While we did try fertility treatment for
2 years, we have closed that chapter. We feel the
experience strengthened our relationship and
better prepared us to become parents. We are
excited to fully embrace adoption as our path and
take this journey with you.

Fun Times
Nick enjoys yearly surf trips with his childhood
friends. For years these trips were ‘no girls
allowed’ but now that everyone is starting to have
families, the trips have caught the attention of
the wives and children, especially after the last
trip to Nicaragua. The guys stayed at a house
surrounded by trees filled with monkeys throwing
mangos. The kids were able to see the monkeys
during the daily Skype calls, and have not stopped
talking about it.

Every year we try to take a road trip. Last
year we spent 2 weeks driving from Florida
to Tennessee, stopping along the way to visit
family and friends. Sami’s sister is a rafting
guide, so we filled two rafts with siblings
and cousins and paddled down the Ocoee
River. Our nephew was too small so Nick sat
out the first boat trip and took Sebastian to
see the nearby horses.

We like to volunteer in our local community.
Every year we volunteer at various surf camps
for children or wounded veterans. Sami helps
with Habitat for Humanity, and organizes a
yearly food drive at work for the local food
pantry. This year Sami turned the food drive
into a competition, and the group who donated
the most food was able to pie their boss in the
face. Even our dog Cooper plans to start
volunteering in a few years by acting as a
therapy dog for children and the elderly. You
child will be raised with a sense of service and
will be encouraged to help others in the
community.

Sami (by Nick)
Aside from her mom and grandpa, I
have never met anyone more outgoing
than Sami. She has no hesitation going
up to new people and striking up a
conversation. In fact, all of the friends
she has in our town are girls she
randomly walked up to at the gym and
invited them to hang out. They all
recently went on a hiking trip, and when
she got back, one of the trainers at
the gym asked Sami, “Did you just take
every girl at our gym on vacation?”

Sami loves to try new things. She
decided try windsurfing on our last
trip to Minnesota, and after
watching the Hunger Games a few
too many times, she could not resist
learning how to use a bow. She
usually does not stick with her new
hobbies, but I love her urge to try
new experiences and her thirst for
life.

Sami is terrified of heights.
Instead of letting that hold her
back, she is always trying to
overcome her fear. She has taken
flying lessons, gone skydiving, taken
ropes courses, and hiked all across
the country trying to push herself
past her fears. It is normal to get
scared, but Sami will teach your
child not to let fear hold him/her
back.

Nick (by Sami)
Nick puts the needs of others’ ahead of his
own. We love to host visitors at our home, and
Nick always has coffee ready first thing in the
morning, even though he is not a morning person.
Last week Sami’s family made a surprise visit.
Sami had a prior commitment, so Nick skipped
work to take everyone on the boat because they
really wanted to go fishing. Nick was happy to
share one of his passions with others, and will
teach your child to help others and experience
the reward of their smile!

Nick has always been extremely handy and good at
building things. As a kid he use to work in his
grandfather’s woodshop making furniture. As a
surprise, Nick built his dad a dock in a single
weekend last Father’s Day. Nick will teach your child
how to be self sufficient, and build things with
his/her own hands.
Nick
Nick is very patient and easy going. Nick loves to
surf, but Sami only goes in the ocean during the warm
summer months. Every year Nick has to reteach Sami
how to surf, even though she should know after all
these years.

Nick is one of the funniest people you will ever meet, as
long as you get his humor. He is really clever with puns,
and is full of fun facts and random trivia. This Halloween,
Sami and her friends decided to dress up as various
fruit. Nick secretly built and wove a loom to wear as his
costume, turning our costume into ‘Fruit of the Loom’.

Our Furry Family
We both grew up with pets, so 5 years ago we
rescued Mrs. Kitters, who is quiet and snuggly
unless someone is playing ping pong. Within
minutes of starting a game, she is on the table
swatting the balls. We are use to playing with her
on the table, so sometimes we forget to warn
people. This summer our friends were shocked at
how quickly Mrs. Kitters jumped on the table and
pounced on the ping pong ball.

4 years ago we decided Mrs. Kitters needed a
friend, so we rescued Buddy. Buddy is always
following us around the house making all sorts of
sounds, so we joke that his squeaks and meows
are him talking to us. He “talks” so much that
Nick refers to him as ‘the mouth of the south’.

Sami’s grandfather was given a puppy when she
was a baby, and for 18 years she grew up with
Copernicus (named after an astronomer). Due to
her connection with her childhood dog, Sami
convinced Nick to rescue Cooper 2 years ago. The
cats were cautious at first, but now its common to
see all the pets chasing each other around, or
snuggling on the couch.

Cooper has never been a stay-at-home dog, and
can be spotted anywhere from the local bagel
store to paddle boarding on the river. Coop loves
the water so as soon as he sees us putting on
swim suits he quietly sits at the front door,
trying to make sure we don’t leave without him.
We hope that our pets will help your child learn
responsibility and the value of unconditional love.

Our Home and Neighborhood
We live in a small, family
oriented town walking distance
to schools, playgrounds, a
skate park, kayak ramps, and
the beach. It is common to see
kids playing outside and riding
bikes, We take our dog Cooper
to the tennis courts down the
street in the evenings. Just
last week, there were local
kids at the tennis courts who
played fetch with Coop while
we played tennis.

We enjoy growing fresh food in the
garden in our backyard. Our first year in
our home we planted sweet potatoes and
watermelons, but somehow forgot about
them. We were pleasantly surprised at
their size when we found them a few
months later! Your child will be able to
enjoy the fruits of his/her labor while
eating fresh home grown food.

On cool nights we love to sit outside
around a fire Nick builds, listening to
music, and staring at the stars. During
the first cold front of the season, we
invited some friends who brought a
ukulele. Our neighbors heard the music in
our yard, grabbed a guitar, and headed
over. We ended up hosting an impromptu
acoustic karaoke competition by the fire.

Weekends
We love to spend our weekends on the boat, so
earlier this year we took some family out fishing. Nick
loves to fish, but Sami has a hard time sitting still
enough to enjoy it. Nick caught a Black Drum that was
so nice everyone on the boat wanted to take a picture
with it. Sami went last, and after the picture Nick said
‘Alright babe, toss it in.’ As soon as Sami released the
fish back in the river, she realized that Nick had
meant to throw it in the cooler. While Nick was sad
that we couldn’t cook the fish for dinner, we all got a
good laugh out of the misunderstanding. Your child will
grow up learning it is ok to make mistakes, and life is
too short not to laugh at yourself.

When it is rainy, we like to curl up on the couch
to watch a movie. Nick loves to watch movies at
least twice so that he can quote them later, while
Sami prefers to see a new movie every time. Nick
loves action movies, but unfortunately for him
Sami prefers love stories, so we usually settle on
watching comedies such as Step Brothers.

We enjoy taking weekend trips to
experience the adventures our state has to
offer. For Nick’s birthday we spent the
weekend scalloping with Nick’s childhood
friends and their families. It was Sami’s
first time catching a scallop, and even
though she was a little apprehensive she
quickly fell in love with the excitement.
After collecting 12 gallons of scallops in two
days, it was decided that this will become a
new yearly tradition. Your child will grow up
taking weekend adventures immersed in
nature and disconnected from technology.

Families Come in all Shapes and
Sizes
If you chose us, your would have 3 great-grandparents, 3 grandparents,
38 aunts and uncles, and 13 cousins.
We are both very close with our families. Nick’s
family is polite and reserved, while Sami’s family
is loud, passionate, and very physical. It is
unusual to get Sami’s family in the same room
and not see spontaneous hugs or someone
wrestling. Nick was a little overwhelmed during
his first trip to visit Sami’s family. There were
10 people squeezed into the small kitchen
holding 3 conversations at the same time. Your
baby will grow up in a large close knit family, not
afraid to express their emotions.

Both of our families love to spend time
together outdoors, but if we have to be
inside we enjoy doing arts and crafts. For
holidays, our family prefers to make gifts
for one another. Last Christmas, Nick and
his brother built a deck for his parents’
house, while his mom spent the evening
teaching Sami and her other daughter-in-law
how to crochet. While it is a fun way to
spend time, not all DIY gifts are sought
after. We have a closet at home dedicated
to awkward plastic jewelry and sand covered
picture frames.

Adoption plays a vital role in our family.
Combined we have 2 adopted sisters, 5 adopted
cousins, a few adopted nieces and nephews on the
way, and a cousin who is a Birth Mother. We have
seen first-hand how much our cousin has
appreciated the updates she has received as her
child grows. Especially her daughter Zoe’s first
trip to Sea World and most recent birthday party.
From this, we have learned how beneficial it can be
to keep the lines of communication open.

Holiday Parties

Cooper

We join family and friends at our
family’s lake house for a Memorial
Day BBQ, a winter bonfire, and 4th
of July fireworks. Last year we
created a monster by allowing our
dog Cooper on the jet ski. Now
every time he hears it turn on, he
swims out to try and catch a ride.

Nick and his family are from
Minnesota, and almost all of his
extended family lives there. We
love visiting in the winter to go ice
fishing, snowmobiling, and have
epic snowball fights with the
entire family. Two years ago the
family spent all day building an
igloo big enough for multiple
people. Your child will grow up
vacationing in a winter wonderland.

Our families raised us to be open-minded and accepting
of all different cultures and ethnicities. Sami was
raised in a predominately Latin culture. Fortunately,
Nick’s Spanish is pretty decent because most of Sami’s
friend’s parents don’t speak much English, which is
important since most parties are multi-generational. In
May we were in South Florida for our friend Ivan’s
graduation party. His uncle owns a local restaurant, and
came to cook paella while we all danced salsa in the
living room. Your child will grow up knowing the beauty in
diversity, and appreciating a variety of food and music.
We would love to learn about any of your family’s cultural traditions so that we can
incorporate them into your child’s upbringing.

Day Jobs
After only a 30 minutes tour of NASA,
Sami knew she wanted to work in the space
industry. Within a week she had switched
majors, applied to a new college, and
started to focus on becoming an engineer.
Her job allows flexible work hours and
promotes a family-work balance. They
even have frequent ‘family days’. One year
we brought her grandpa to see a space
shuttle launch, and he was so excited to be
a part of the experience that he wore a
space-themed sweatshirt in 80 degree
weather.

Sami plans to switch to a part-time work
schedule to allow more time to spend at home
with your child. Her company also has employeeonly childcare where Sami can visit multiple
times throughout the day.

Nick is an engineer at a local
Aerospace company only 15 minutes
from home. His job is extremely
flexible allowing him to be at every
important event in your baby’s life,
like volunteering for class
functions, sporting events, or
chaperoning school events. Nick
implemented Hawaiian Shirt Friday
at his job, to try and get everyone
in a good mood before the
weekends.

Before We Go…
Whatever your decision may be, we wish you peace of mind, a healthy
pregnancy, and happiness always.
Our promise to you is to honor and celebrate the special way that you
have expressed unconditional love for your baby. We will speak openly
and frequently about how your child joined our family and forever
express our gratitude to you.

Please know that we feel that if parents can love more than one child,
then children can love more than one set of parents. We thank you
for taking the time to learn more about us as you choose your baby’s
future family and we want to continue the circle of love which you
have initiated. We hope to continue a relationship with you as well
as to incorporate any of your traditions into your child’s upbringing.

