
Loving, adventurous couple seek biggest adventure of their lives!

RYAN & JONI



for this child 
we have prayed...



thank you
for reading our story

Ryan & Joni

W
e can’t pretend to imagine the circumstances that have 
brought you to this moment. Perhaps your path has been 
as difficult as ours. We can say that we are so grateful 
that our paths have crossed, and that you have been 
led to our story. For us, infertility has proven to be a 

heartbreaking journey, but adoption has given us a new hope and a renewed 
spirit. Through much prayer and many tears the Lord has been preparing 
us. We are confident that God has chosen the exact child he wants for our 
family and we cannot wait to share all of our love with this very special child.  
 
 
 
We will love this child with all of our hearts. We will support their hopes and 
dreams for the future. We promise to provide an education to help them reach 
those dreams. We promise to celebrate their accomplishments whether they 
are big or small. We will provide as much opportunity as we can. We promise 
to raise them to be proud of who they are and where they come from. With 
patience, love, and support we will do our very best to help them become the 
person God has designed them to be.

fam·i·ly
a group of people, each 
a unique masterpiece, 
sharing unconditional 
love, hugs and support 
• one of life’s greatest 
blessings • giftOur Promise:



our story
begins on a friend’s front porch

and then
I met you

   We met at a friend’s 
birthday party playing 
paper, rock, scissors. 
We talked on her front 
porch until the wee 
hours of the morning. 

    Our first date was to a 
local charity event for the 
cystic fibrosis foundation, 
a wine tasting! Ryan was 
so nervous, he took us in 
the wrong direction.



Tip! Tip!

Nam inum alia adicia 
Am ipsapid mi, eici Tem 

faccum

   We dated for two 
years where we 
learned all the little 
things you learn 
about someone when 
you’re falling in love! 
Like songs they sing!

   In March of 2012, 
after a nice dinner, 
Ryan took Joni for a 
carriage ride around 
the city. It was a 
great night!

   The night wasn’t 
over! When Ryan took 
Joni home, their dog 
greeted them and he 
had a bow tie on--
there was a ring on it!

   YES! Ryan asked, “Will 
you grow old with 
me?” and Joni said-
YES! We were married  
in September of 2012 
and haven’t looked 
back since!

starting our family
first comes love, second comes marriage, third comes...

   Shortly after we were married, we started thinking about a family. Joni had suffered with 
endometriosis for several years, but we didn’t anticipate infertility. After less invasive fertility 
treatments failed, we began IVF. Three rounds of IVF and four years later, we found ourselves with 
empty arms and broken hearts. We had endured more loss than we could have ever imagined. 
And while our doctor suggested we might try one more round of IVF, we decided we needed to 
take a break from the hormones and try to build our family through adoption. Through the trials 
of infertility and life, we have learned more about ourselves, our marriage, and ultimately how 
much family means. 



what we value
friends & family, fresh air, learning, faith, travel & community

Nam inum alia adicia 
Am ipsapid mi, eici 

Tem faccum.

family fun
Laughter & joy are part of who we are 

as a family. We love hosting family 
and friends for game night, holidays, 

birthdays and really any reason 
to celebrate life's smallest joys & 

greatest moments.

education 
We want to give our children opportunities 

in education, the arts & other activities. 
We believe it's important to encourage 

our children to try new things and develop 
their gifts & abilities. We both have 

college degrees & believe in the power of 
a good education. Our home is close to 

great public & private schools. We 
will choose a school that will best 

fit the needs of our children. 

the outdoors
We love spending time in nature and 

can't get enough of the great outdoors. 
Whether it's hiking, camping, kayaking, 
or enjoying a bonfire, we believe fresh 

air is good for the soul.



Here we are in Denali National Park!

Nam inum 
alia adicia 

our faith
 

We are a loving Christian family who belong to a wonderful church

our community
 

We love our city and our neighborhood! We have a great parents' group in our neighborhood that plans all sorts of fun activities!

Our amazing church family

Neighborhood Gathering at the Park

Here we  are in Denali National Park

family travel 
 

Experiencing new places is important to us. we like to take one big trip a year and a couple of long weekend trips!



By day, Ryan is a commercial 
banker. He makes loans to 

small and medium size 
businesses so they can 

grow and succeed. This 
photo is from when he 
was featured by a local 
newspaper as a “40 
Under 40” to watch. 
Here he shows a racing 

tabard from one of his 
F1 races.  He loves techie 

gadgets and is always the 
first to know about a new 

device or app. Joni & Ryan's natural 
skill sets compliment each other well. 
Ryan is great with numbers, financials and 
technical matters, while Joni is completely 
the opposite! She is creative, and loves 
words, art and photography. We feel that 
between the two of us we can handle most 
any task! 

As a child, Ryan was very reserved and 
shy. His Mom is very proud that 
he potty trained himself! His 
favorite toys were legos & hot 
wheels. He got his love of the 
outdoors early & enjoyed 
camping, riding his bike, & 
walking through the woods 
with his grandpa. In the 
8th grade he was a student 
ambassador to New Zealand 
and Australia. Not much has 
changed! He still loves gadgets 
& hot wheels (although the cars 
he likes now are bigger and faster), he 
still loves the outdoors, and he is still a bit 
shy. But he has grown into the most amazing 
man. “He is smart, witty, and really funny. It 
takes a while  to get to know him closely, but 
I fell head over heels with his quiet strength,” 
says Joni.

about
ryan

· hiking · camping · racing · family · football · fun · 

hello ryan

Ryan overlooking the Roman Colosseum



"Ryan is the most amazing man. I love that we can be silly and have 
fun hanging out on the couch or on an epic adventure. I love that 
Ryan is strong, patient, and trustworthy. I am so thankful the Lord 
chose him for me! He loves and cares for me more than I thought 
possible. I am so excited to see him as a dad! He's a great mentor and 
teacher and will have such a great time having a little sidekick!"       
          --Joni

   Ryan loves his Jeep! Whether 
trekking through the snow in 
the winter, or going with the 
top off in the summer--it’s 
always fun! He also loves to 
check for off road routes and 
new accessories. Here we are 
on our way to dinner. Jeep 
hair, don’t care!

   Ryan loves playing with 
our nieces & nephews! He 
particularly enjoys “high 
fives” and our nephew Carter, 
is frequently “too slow.” He 
likes helping them build 
things with their blocks & 
legos. They love playing 
outside, whether it's catch or 
tag they're always having fun!

   Not only does Ryan love 
his jeep, he loves fast cars 
too! The top right photo is 
Ryan and his Dad working 
the Formula One race in 
Austin, TX. They have been 
volunteer staff at F1 & Indy 
Car races for many years 
along with Uncle John. 

traveling · friends · shark tank · concerts · biking ·

Ryan hiking Ryan & his Dad working the F1 Race



Joni is a government affairs 
consultant for technology 

companies. Her job is very 
busy for 2-3 months a 

year, but the rest of the 
year her schedule is 
fairly flexible & she 
is able to work from 
home a couple of days 
a week. With a growing 

family, she will consider 
contracting so she can 

be home. We balance our 
careers and home life as a 

team! We work with each other's 
schedule's to make sure there is always a 
good meal on the table, the house is fairly 
tidy, and we have plenty of quality time 
together. We know that adding children to 
the equation will change things up a bit, but 
we are ready for the challenge!

This is Joni at kindergarten graduation! 
As a child she was quite shy, 
but in first grade she started 
dance lessons and she soon 
came out of her shell! She’s 
been outgoing ever since! 
She continued dancing 
through high school & was 
even invited to dance in 
the Macy's Thanksgiving 
Day parade! Her mom 
describes her as “funny, 
smart, inquisitive, beautiful, & 
a real joy.” No bias there! Whether 
reading on the porch or putting 
together jig saw puzzles on the kitchen table, 
Joni loves spending time at home! She loves 
putting on old music and making dinner, she 
even tries to get Ryan to dance with her in 
the kitchen--he occasionally accepts the 
invitation! She loves entertaining family and 
friends at home.

about
joni 

reading · traveling · family · cooking · scrapbooking

hello joni



   Joni loves travel! She loves to 
read about it, plan it, book 
it and go! She is fascinated 
by different cultures and 
loves to try new foods and 
experience other places as 
both a tourist & a local! Here 
she's at the top of the Eifel 
Tower in Paris with her Mom! 

   Here are Joni & her 
girlfriends that she has had 
since high school! She loves 
meeting them for dinner or 
brunch & picking up right 
where they left off. Their 
conversations have grown 
up a bit since high school, 
but they are as close as ever. 

foodie · holidays · adventure · friends · board games

   Joni loves the holidays! She 
loves decorating, having a fire 
& piping Christmas music all 
through the house! Here are 
we are at the lighting of the 
big tree! She doesn’t just love 
Christmas--she can’t wait to 
create all kinds of holiday 
traditions with their family!

A trip Joni planned to Italy

Joni holding 
her best friend's 
daughter Quin

"Joni is an incredible woman, I am so blessed that she is my wife. 
What I love most about her is how thoughtful she is. If I have 
an important meeting or big day, she’ll leave a little note for me 
wishing me luck. She has the biggest heart. She loves children 
and family, and she can’t wait to be a mom. Watching her with 
our nieces and nephews gives me a glimpse at what an amazing 
mother she will be." --Ryan



Nam inum alia adicia 
Am ipsapid mi, eici 

Tem faccum.

henry
our dog Henry is the 

heart of our family, he 
loves snuggling, playing 

& chasing Cat

together
we can’t wait to 

add members to our 
little family

cat
yes, our cat’s name is CAT.

she loves lying on the 
back of the couch, 

fetching plastic spoons & 
sitting on the porch

Tour little family
life with henry & cat



Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt!
Neighborhood Gathering 

at the Park

our adventures
what is life but a grand adventure?

Tip! Tip!

We truly believe in collecting moments 
more than things. Travel and unique 
experiences are important to us. 
We've traveled the country and the 
globe but there are still many places 
to see! We hope to conquer the rest 
as a family!

Not all who wander are lost



We bought our home in the early fall of 2012, 
we even closed the morning of our wedding 
rehearsal! We had a relatively short honeymoon 
so that we could make it back to move!   

Our house itself, is a 3 bedroom, 3 bath home 
with large living and family rooms. We are 
located in a great family neighborhood in the 
heart of our city. We are within walking distance 
of 8 parks and several great restaurants. We 
love to walk the neighborhood with our dog 
Henry and our neighbors Dave and Val.

In the spring, our street is lined with flowering trees and people bustling down the sidewalks. In 
the winter, İt’s quite a flurry! Check out Joni’s snowman in the lower-right photo!

our home
  full of love & laughter



Our upstairs porch is Joni’s favorite place! She spends 
hours out here reading, or with her morning coffee, 
and sometimes a glass of wine. It’s a great place to 
watch the neighbors walking by and the sunset!

Our backyard is small but has plenty of room for 
playing, lounging, a patio, and a small garden for 
fresh veggies in the summer. We love to grill out 
and have campfires back here!

Lullabyes, coos, and cries. We can’t wait 
to rock a baby to sleep. This is our guest 
room, which we plan on turning into the 
nursery. It has plenty of room for a crib, 
rocker, and all the tiny baby accessories! 
We have been guarding our hearts, so 
we haven't bought many baby items, just 
these onsies. 

the nursery  
 rock-a-bye baby

Celebrating Joni’s Birthday in 
our Dining Room 

The whole family in the Living 
Room on Christmas Morning

Our Master Bedroom



our family
big family fun

facum
Natum vere numenis 

simus, od qui 
beribussiti plautem

Tip! Tip!

Joni is very close to her family. 
Her parents, Jim & Linda, 
have been married for over 50 
years! Joni is the youngest of 
their four daughters. Known 
as Gammy & Grandad to their 
11 grandchildren & 16 great 
grandchildren. They can’t wait 
to add to that number when 
Joni & Ryan become parents!  

Gammy & Granddad

Tip! Tip!



“My Dad is the greatest grandfather! 
He loves making  his girls smile!”
-Joni

Board games, puzzles, and fun 
abound at family Christmas!

Jodi & Audrey waiting  
for presents

Ryan, Jim & Gabriell  
at the pond

Joni’s Mom preparing  
Christmas Dinner & Drinks

Trying to settle down  
the twins! 

Joni’s side of the family celebrates most everything with a family get-together at Gammy & Granddad’s 
or a “Mexican & Margarita Night” at their favorite local restaurant. In the spring and summer the 
grandkids love playing in the pond, taking rides on Grandad’s mower or riding through the woods 
on Gammy’s golf cart. In the fall, we all love having hotdogs and marshmellows around Grandad’s 
campfire. Winter means the pond freezes over and we get the ice skates out! Regardless of our activity 
it’s always fun to be with family. 

family moments
a big family, full of love 

Joni & her nieces 
Gabriell & Olivia

Joni taking her niece Audrey to 
Frozen on Ice for her birthday



our family
together is our favorite place to be

Tip! Tip!

We are so blessed that our families 
consider each other family! Our 
moms are the greatest of friends and 
frequently meet for lunch or tea. And 
we all join together for dinner and 
good fun! Here we all are celebrating 
Ryan & Greg’s birthdays! 

so much love...



Christmas with 
Ryan’s family

Nam inum alia adicia Am 
ipsapid mi, Tem faccum.

Ryan’s parents can’t wait to be grandparents! In fact, it will be happening very soon! Ryan’s sister Ashley 
& her husband Ross are expecting any day now. So hopefully their little one will have a close cousin. 
We frequently head north for lunch at Grammie’s (Ryan’s grandmother) and other fun family activities. 
Ryan’s dad, Greg, is a sales engineer at a tool and die firm, and his mom Pat works in admissions at a local 
retirement community. Ashley is a teacher and Ross is in the air guard. We can’t wait to meet their little girl. 
Ryan's mom is great at crafting special moments. She is so good at planning activities like family pumpkin 
carving, pizza parties, horseback riding, family dinners, and more! 

family moments
today’s little moments become tomorrow’s precious memories

Sunday Lunch



the simple things 
friends, family, and times with each other 



a day in the life
  every day moments with ryan, joni, henry & cat 

Nam inum 
alia adicia 

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt!

Tip! Tip!

While we love traveling and doing new things, our ordinary days are pretty simple. We pay our bills, 
go to bed at a decent time (for the most part), and eat our vegetables. We love to spend time with 
each other, our friends, and our family. 
 
We really value time at home. We eat dinner at the table together. We do the dishes and pick up the 
kitchen before taking Henry on our nightly walk around the neighborhood. We sometimes crash on 
the couch for a bit and watch our favorite TV shows. We start the bedtime routine around 10pm, so 
we can get to sleep and do it all over again. On the weekends we like to hike at a local park, work in 
the yard, see family & friends, or just take it easy. 

We believe that raising a child, as they say "takes a village." And we have the most amazing village! 
Our friends and family are near and they are ready to help! They've been alongside us over the past 
few years as we have hoped and prayed for a child. They have been there through all the loss, and 
they are very ready for the joy! 
 
This very special child will have an entire network of love and support, not just from the core of our 
family, but friends & family around the globe!



Nam inum 
alia adicia 

THANK YOU...


