
Sam & Kate 

+ chickens and Kenai the dog!



Thank you for your selfless and brave decision during 

what must be a difficult time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

If you choose us to share in the life of your child we will 

make sure your child knows the love you have for them 

and how much we respect you. 

 

Wishing you peace and strength. 



Here we are! 

Your baby will grow up with a love of  

animals. We have been around animals our 

entire lives. Kate has never been without a 

cat or dog since she was 4 years old. Sam 

has had almost every pet you could think of, 

including a sugar glider. He worked at a pet 

store in high school and learned how to 

feed and care for baby parrots.  We current-

ly have an Australian Shepard and 6 chick-

ens who provide us with fresh eggs every 

day.  

 We love being outside whenever possi-

ble. Our favorite “room” of our house is 

our deck. We often watch the sunset 

while telling each other about our day. 

Sam enjoys reading Vince Flynn novels in 

his Adirondack chair, and Kate often 

talks to her mom on the phone from her 

hammock chair.  

We love to stay active!  Last summer we va-

cationed on Mackinac Island for our 5-year 

anniversary.  We hiked and biked every day 

and even rented a bike trailer so that we 

could pull Kenai with us on longer rides.  She 

was confused at first, but quickly learned that 

she could just relax and enjoy the scenery!  

Your baby will have an active childhood full of 

outdoor adventures.  



We were high-school sweethearts, 

and met while running on the cross 

country team.  We even went to 

prom together.  In college, Sam’s 

new friends teased him about still 

dating his high school girlfriend, un-

til they actually met Kate and then 

told him he’d be a fool if he ever left 

her! We’ve stuck together ever 

since, and have been married for 5 

years. 

The history of us 

Although we're barely in our 30s, we’ve been 

together for many years and have always 

talked about becoming parents.  A few years 

into our marriage we learned that we were 

struggling with fertility issues.  This path has 

only brought us closer together and we are so 

excited to grow our family through adoption 

soon.  We look forward to beginning this jour-

ney with you. 

We have always loved spending time with kids.  

We both grew up babysitting and Kate was a nan-

ny for many years.  Kate likes to organize games 

for the kids to play at events.  One time at a fami-

ly wedding, this came in handy when her cousin’s 

kids were all running around like crazy! Kate was 

able to get them all out on the dance floor, teach-

ing them the hokey-pokey and electric slide. They 

all had a ton of fun!  



A typical week... 

We love spending time with our 

friends’ kids. Just last month we 

had some friends over for dinner 

and their four-year-old daughter 

enjoyed feeding our chickens.  

Sam also dug out a bin of old toys 

and we all played for hours. 

On weekends we try to go to a church 

service.  Sometimes that means attend-

ing on a Saturday or Sunday and some-

times it means watching the service 

online from our couch.  Your child will 

be exposed to Christian values and de-

velop a relationship with God. 

A typical weeknight for us includes Sam 

cooking or grilling.  Whenever Kate cooks 

we joke that we should have a cooking 

show, because it usually turns into Kate 

burning something and Sam coming to the 

rescue to save the dish.  Just last weekend 

we took a cooking class together and Kate 

grilled her first burger.  They turned out 

great!  We are even planning to learn how 

to make baby food from scratch.  



One of Kate’s main hobbies since childhood 

has been horseback riding at the same 

ranch where she started at age 10.  Every 

Wednesday she takes a group lesson.  Re-

cently a few of her friends have started tak-

ing lessons there also.  Your child will grow 

up learning about and riding horses...he or 

she may even get that pony someday that 

every kid wants! 

In the winter we still get outside as much 

as possible.  One time Kate and Kenai tried 

skijoring, a snow sport in which a dog pulls 

a cross-country skier.  They actually did 

surprisingly well!  Your child will grow up 

learning how to create fun in any season, 

making snowmen, skiing, and ice skating. 

This is Kate 

Kate has always been nurturing and has 

been drawn towards where she can help 

the most. She has spent time as a nanny 

and caregiver for children with disabili-

ties. This led her to go back to school and 

gain a second degree as a neonatal 

nurse.  While in nursing school Sam’s 

aunt offered to have Kate shadow her in 

a labor & delivery unit, and Kate fell in 

love with working with new babies. 



Sam is quite the woodworker.  He takes pride in fix-

ing and building things himself. Growing up he was 

always the first one to help his dad with creative pro-

jects. This spring Kate found a cute wood sign at a gift 

shop but ended up not buying it because it was too 

expensive. Instead, one afternoon Sam built the exact 

sign for free using scrap wood in the garage!  We will 

always nurture your child's creativity.  

This is Sam 

Sam is actually a really great cook.  He 

does most of the cooking in our house-

hold and is fabulous at planning healthy 

dinners as well as delicious desserts.  

Many rainy afternoons Sam will decide 

to turn some music on in the kitchen 

and experiment with a new recipe.  Our 

favorite recently was buckwheat 

crepes with strawberries, a “semi-

healthy” breakfast!  

Sam has always loved to try new ac-

tivities, whether it be indoor rock 

climbing, single-track mountain bik-

ing, or paddle-boarding.  Just a few 

weeks ago he tried out his cousin’s 

paddle-board, and Kenai thought she 

would hop on and go for a ride too!  

Your child will always be encouraged 

to try new things. 



“Up North” A huge part of our summers is “going up 

north” to spend weekends gathering 

with our large extended families at differ-

ent family member’s cabins.  A favorite 

past-time is playing outdoor games at 

dusk like hide-&-seek.  One year, we 

teamed up with the youngest cousins 

who were afraid of the dark, and sat on a 

rock wall in grey sweatshirts, curled up 

pretending to be boulders.  Even though 

everyone ran past, we won the game be-

cause no one noticed us! 

Every year over the 4th of July, we 

join all 30 of Sam’s family at two 

cabins.  We have a tradition of tak-

ing a walk together at midnight, tell-

ing spooky stories under the moon-

light.  One year, Sam’s cousin hid a 

speaker in the woods and played 

bear noises.  Kenai the dog was 

barking, convinced there was a real 

bear, and so all of us were terrified 

and ran back to the cabin screaming! 

Once a year, we have Kate’s family cabin 

to ourselves for a week, but usually we 

invite friends and spend time on the boat 

and playing games.  Just last month we 

had a group of 9 at the lake, and had a 

croquet tournament!  It’s always fun to 

see if someone’s ball will end up in the 

water!  Your baby will spend time with us  

in low-key, relaxed environments. 



Recently we have started kayaking. Since 

we spend time at lakes, what better way to 

explore than with a kayak?  This summer 

Kate decided to kayak along the shore and 

Kenai decided to come with, splashing along 

the shoreline in the shallow water.  Your ba-

by will grow up with a love of the water, and 

nature.  

Another favorite pastime on long holiday week-

ends is to gather everyone onto the boats and go 

to “brown sugar beach.”  Years ago Sam and his 

cousin named the beach due to the texture and 

color of the sand, and the name stuck with all the 

neighbors.  Over the years, the water level has 

changed and the beach has almost disappeared 

but nevertheless it remains a favorite gathering 

spot to spend the entire day relaxing.  

We have always loved camping.  It’s a great way to 

disconnect from technology and reconnect as a 

family.  A very memorable camping trip was the 

first time we took Kenai with us.  We were just get-

ting things settled in the tent for the night when 

we heard a big splash in the lake.  Kenai had decid-

ed to go for a swim at the start of a very cold night 

and started shivering.  We ended up needing to pull 

a wet dog into our sleeping bag to keep her warm. 

We were miserable but she was cozy and happy!   



Our silly big family 

Although Kate is an only child, we both are very 

close to our cousins; many are more like siblings!  

Your baby will have over 20 “honorary aunts and 

uncles” in addition to 3 great-grandparents, 4 

grandparents, and 4 aunts and uncles.  We get 

together on holidays, in the summer at the family 

cabins, and at least once a month in between 

since most live within 30 minutes of us.

Whenever the family is together, our go-to 

activity is playing games and cards.  This 

spring we were all vacationing together for 

Sam’s dad’s birthday. We were having so 

much fun we even convinced Sam’s parents 

to join in. While playing “speak-out,” Sam’s 

mom was laughing so hard she could not 

even complete her turn! 

We are very close with Sam’s siblings. Recently his brother got en-

gaged to his partner. From day one, the family was very supportive 

of their relationship and is so excited to celebrate their wedding 

next year.  They were planning to have a small wedding with just im-

mediate family and sent “courtesy” invitations to the extended fam-

ily, but were surprised when everyone said they could go!  We are so 

happy to have such a loving and accepting family.   



Your baby will grow up going to large family gatherings.  When Sam’s extended family 

gets together for holidays, no matter who is hosting there are never enough chairs and 

each room is overflowing with people.  In spite of all the commotion,  everyone makes a 

genuine effort to catch up with each other, and it does not go unnoticed if even one per-

son is missing from the group. 

Kate’s extended family has a tradition of doing a pot luck dinner when we get together.  

One way that we celebrate all of the ethnicities within our family is to include cultural 

dishes from Puerto Rico, Russia, Cambodia, Sweden, Ireland, and Germany.  Kate’s 

cousin’s wife recently brought back caviar from her family in Russia. We were all surprised 

how much we liked it!  We look forward to learning about and incorporating your family’s 

heritage and traditions into your baby’s life. 

Our silly big family 



Although we have dreams of owning a 

small hobby farm in 10 years, we currently 

live in a very safe suburban neighborhood 

with lots of amenities.  We are within 

walking distance to a library, a play-

ground, and a community center with a 

water park. On warm nights we walk Ke-

nai to the ice cream shop 5 minuets from 

our house. One time Kenai got her own 

doggie ice cream treat and joined us at 

the table.  

In the fall, we enjoy having bonfires 

in our backyard.  Our friends’ kids 

love to play with our chickens and 

last year our neighbor’s daughter 

was so excited to roast her first 

marshmallow. 

The neighborhood 

Last summer Kate organized 
our neighborhood’s first block 
party. We had a great turnout, 
the fire department showed up 
and took pictures with the 
neighborhood kids, and Sam 
grilled hot dogs for 50 people.   
We are looking forward to plan-
ning this event again this year! 



Our weekdays 

With our flexible schedules and the help of 

the grandparents on days when we are 

both at work, your baby will always spend 

their day with family.  

Kate is a neonatal nurse and takes care of 

newborn babies at the local Children’s 

hospital.  She has a very flexible schedule 

and will be able to spend lots of time at 

home with your child. 

Sam is a software and web developer.  He 

loves the family-first atmosphere of the 

small company that he works for, and the 

fact that he can sometimes bring Kenai to 

work!  His schedule is very flexible and he 

works from home on occasion. 



Thank you for taking the time to learn about our lives and considering
us to raise your child. This child would be the greatest gift we could

~---~-11
imagine.

Your child will grow up knowing the brave decision you made and how
much we respect you. We look forward to sharing updates with you
throughout the years with a level of openness that you're comfortable
with. We are already praying for you!




