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Shane, Erin  
And our wonderful daughters, Rexlynn and Taytum 

(adopted from their amazing Birth Moms) 
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Taytum’s birth mom  With Rexlynn’s birth mom 
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You are amazing! 

We want to thank you for making what we consider to be one 

of the most selfless decisions a mother could make! If you 

choose us to become the parents of your child we promise 

you your child will know the bravery and difficulty that we 

can only imagine was involved in this decision! We have a 

great relationship with our daughters’ birth mothers and 

would love to continue any relationship you feel comfortable 

with! 

 

 

 

 



 

About Us 

 

        

                                             

                                                                     

 

 

 

We love the outdoors and enjoy staying active and healthy! 

We enjoy camping, walking/ hiking in our local parks, boat rides 

and taking an annual fall camping trip with our family.  We also 

enjoy eating healthy and supporting local farmers.  During the 

summer we walk to the farmers market with our dog every 

Saturday morning to get the freshest fruits and vegetables. One 

of our first trips there, our dog tried taking some fresh bread 

off a table; we now have to take turns holding her while the 

other walks through! 

 
Our multicultural family started with the adoption of our  

first daughter and continued with the adoption of our 

second daughter but we have always enjoyed learning about 

and experiencing different cultures.  For instance, before a 

family trip to Mexico, Erin’s Mom bought some of the 

cousins authentic Mexican dresses. She wanted them to 

experience the way young kids dress in different parts of the 

world. The cousins definitely got a kick out of it and talk 

about the Mexican dresses frequently! With both Rexi and 

Taytum being part African American, we honor their heritage 

with exposing them to biracial books, movies and pictures 

and will explore more as they get older and become more 

curious.  We look forward to learning about your heritage 

and incorporating that in into our lives as well!   

We feel life is all about having fun and facing life’s 

challenges! Overcoming your fears and feeling the sense 

of pride and accomplishment afterwards is hard to top! 

During a family vacation, all the adults wanted to go zip 

lining. Shane is afraid of heights and was very unsure of 

it. After lots of encouragement from everyone he faced 

his fears and it ended up being one of the highlights of 

the trip for him!  Your child will always be supported in 

all of life’s challenges and encouraged to face their fears! 

We feel life is too short to sweat the small things and 

also too short to not learn from the big things! 



 

The start of something great 

 

 

                                                                        

 

                                                       

 

 

When we met, we quickly learned we had the right combination of 

similarities and differences. We both believe you need to have 

some differences in life to make it interesting; it would be too 

boring if everything was the same! Erin is very organized, likes to 

have a schedule and always feels the need to be doing something. 

Shane shows Erin it’s ok to slow down and not know what the next 

step is going to be.   Shane is more of the quiet type and doesn’t 

need to be the center of attention. Erin has shown Shane it’s ok to 

step out of your comfort zone and act goofy and silly!  Together we 

know we have the right combination of different characteristics to 

show your child not everyone is the same and to always be true to 

yourself!  

Five months after we met, we went to 

Erin’s Grandparents’ house in Mexico 

(they live there in the winter). Shane met 

more of Erin’s family and loved how their 

core value is “family is #1”.  Family is 

something Shane has always valued and 

wanted since he was a little boy so seeing 

that in Erin’s family only solidified what he 

was looking for in a partner.  And Erin 

knew after spending a week together she 

had fallen in love.   

We like to look at the glass as half full and not half 

empty!  We look at all of life’s challenges as learning 

opportunities to grow stronger.  One of our 

previous dogs underwent a preventative surgery 

that went wrong. He ended up spending 8 nights at 

the Veterinary ICU with a 30% chance of living. We 

visited him every day, some family drove 2 hours to 

visit him and he persevered! The staffed call him the 

“miracle dog” and said they loved seeing family so 

devoted to their pets. Your child will have love and 

support during all of life’s hard times to learn and 

grow in a positive light from it! 



My Rock…..Shane about Erin  

 

                   

                               

 
                                                                                                          
   
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am sure you’ve noticed that we are huge dog fanatics!! Erin’s love for 

dogs shines with her degree in Animal Science, her being the General 

Manager at a Dog Daycare and Boarding facility, and, if that was not 

enough, she is an active volunteer for the Upper Midwest Great Dane 

Rescue.  Once, a Great Dane got loose just after being placed into its 

forever home. She could not sleep until it was safe. Even though Erin had 

never met this dog, she devoted every night after work for 6 days in a row 

to find her.  The night they finally caught her, she could barely sleep 

because she was so excited! Erin’s devotion to dogs in need is the 

strongest I have ever seen! 

One thing I admire about Erin the most is her energy and drive. She 

is always on the move and says life is too short to sit around!  

Recently she has started running half marathons. She hopes to one 

day run a full marathon but for now 13.1 miles is enough! To the left 

is one of her favorite races.  She was grateful to have her cheering 

squad at the finish line and says that is one of the best parts of the 

race    

 

Erin has always been a child at heart! She is the first one to want to play a game, the first to launch a 

cannon ball off the dock and the first to suggest a fun activity for the day! She is such a fun mom! She is 

right there in the action with Rexi and Taytum whenever they want to play! Recently, while playing in a 

pool, our daughter wanted to be held above Erin’s head for HOURS! Erin’s arms were burning but she kept 

doing it to put a smile on our daughter’s face! 



My protector..... Erin about Shane  

        

 

                                             

 

         

One of the characteristics that I love about Shane the most is his 

patient and calm personality!  He may have a tough guy 

appearance with his 6 2” frame and tattoos but he is hands down 

the sweetest man I know. One weekend when our niece wanted 

to paint Shane’s nails….he did not hesitate and helped her pick out 

the brightest pinks and purples she had! Please know if we are so 

lucky as to raise your child, they will always have a Dad that will 

support them in any path or interests they choose! 

When he was introduced to my family for the first time, there 

was a change in his eyes.  Erin’s sister was pregnant, the family 

dinner was all about everybody’s days, there were 4 dogs 

running around and it was very family oriented. When dinner 

was finished, he told me that is how he pictured his family down 

the road!  Shane is such a devoted Dad and his love knows no 

bounds! He may look strong and tough but he is just a big old 

softy when it comes to our daughters! The picture to the right is 

of Shane sewing a “Mrs. Potato Head” costume for Taytum for 

her first Halloween . 

 

Shane’s family is very diverse and both our families are very 

accepting! When Shane’s uncle Greg (African American) was 

married into the family, everyone welcomed him with open arms 

and a curiosity to learn more about his background and culture. The 

first time Greg met Shane’s family was at a wedding. One of Shane’s 

fondest memories was when Greg took Shane’s Grandma on the 

dance floor and they “cut a rug” together! We are excited to learn 

more of what your culture is all about and being open to your child 

about where their “roots” came from. Diversity is all around us and 

different lifestyles are something we are excited and curious to 

learn more about! 

 

Shane loves anything with a motor! From the 

sports car on the left he sold in preparation to 

become a “family man” to the small remote 

control helicopter he got for a Christmas gift! 

We always laugh when we think of his toy 

helicopter because the same day he got it, he 

was so excited he went outside to fly it and 

crashed it into the driveway within 10 minutes!  

 



Hobbies and Interests! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

We like to stay active through a variety of activities!  Our most 

recent adventure was horseback riding.  It was so much fun 

and brought back memories for Erin when she helped care for 

6 horses for a family friend one summer during college and for 

Shane when he would ride with his friend’s horses when he 

was younger! 

 

While we do stay active, we are homebodies as well!  We love cuddling up on the couch with some hot chocolate 

on a cold winter day to watch movies.  Some of our favorite movies are Anchor Man, The Jackie Robinson Story 

and all Pixar/Walt Disney movies!  We love to make s’mores over a bon fire in our back yard, play board games 

such as: Monopoly, Battle Ship and Scattagories and of course take daily walks with our dog.  

Shane loves food and Erin is a vegetarian!  Erin has introduced Shane to lots 

of tasty meals not containing meat which he never thought he would enjoy . 

His favorite is “meatless meatloaf” which we swear you would never know 

does did not contain meat!  To the left is a picture of Shane eating one of the 

biggest meals we remember...and yes he did consume all 3 plates!  With Erin 

being a vegetarian it has opened our eyes to ensuring we are getting the 

correct nutrients. But sometimes you just have to splurge which is what you 

are seeing in this picture! 

We love winter! We enjoy skiing, snowboarding, hockey, tubing, 

making snow men, snow forts, skating…etc.  One day, we decided at 

the last minute to go tubing! We called up some of our cousins and 

picked them up to have a family day.  It was so much fun to slide down 

those hills until we were exhausted and then to warm up with hot 

chocolate and video games!  Even our daughters enjoyed sledding 

down the hills for the very first time! In fact Rexi fell asleep outside 

while we were playing in the snow! 



Our Little Peanuts  

        

The values we hold close to our heart and hope to teach Rexi, Taytum and your child are: never judge anyone, 

try new things, be open, work hard, appreciate what you have and very simply be nice to others!   

 

We have a great relationship with our daughters’ birth moms.  We can ask them any questions about their 

background such as: struggles they overcame, allergies, medical inquiries and so on.  Above are some pictures 

of Rexi’s birth mom’s family after Rexi was born. It was such a unique and great experience to get to know 

more of the extended family. We will be very open with how our children came into our lives and will honor 

their culture and back ground.  We have many pictures of both Rexlynn and Taytum’s birth mothers and birth 

fathers and are fortunate to have ongoing access to information on their nationality, where they grew up, 

lifestyle and interests.  We will absolutely do the same with your child’s history and are excited to learn more 

and expand our horizons. 

                                                                                                      

Your child would not only share the bond of adoption with 

their siblings, but they’d also get all the benefits of having 

siblings close in age. Erin grew up with an older sister close in 

age and having the same interests and energy level as her 

sibling was great! Erin remembers playing sports for hours 

together, enjoying the same book and being able to 

understand and help with each other’s homework along with 

having some of the same friends! 



                                                                                                 

Our Canine Companion! 

We both grew up with dogs and plan on always having Great Danes because of their calm and goofy demeanor! We 

have had 3 other Great Danes and right now our Dane is named Lucy! We started fostering her not that long ago after 

losing our previous 2 Great Danes. The poor girl was tied up in a garage for the first 4 years of her life barely going 

outside. She needed a lot of work and is now such a confident and sweet girl  

          

 

          

                 

 

                                  

     

Lucy is great with our kids! While she is big and sometimes forgets about her size (like when she tries to 

cuddle on the couch with Shane 😊) she is very gentle with our daughters. She came into our lives when 

Taytum was 3 weeks old and immediately knew how to act around her and her “motherly instincts” 

kicked in. She is also protective of our family. If she senses any danger she will let us know and once we 

tell her it’s ok she will calm down. She is a perfect family dog  

After fostering Lucy for a couple weeks she needed to have surgery and had 

complications afterwards. When Erin had to drop her off at the vet to stay 

overnight Erin started crying.  It was at that moment we knew she would be 

a forever part of our family. She fit in so well with us and our daughters it 

was a “no brainer” .  The picture on the left is right after we signed the 

papers to rescue her. You could see the sense of relief and happiness on her 

face! 

Lucy loves other dogs and plays every day with lots of 

other dogs at Erin’s work. She has such a gentle soul 

and gets along with all types of dogs. When we 

introduced her to our family’s dogs she did great and 

was very welcoming even though she had been 

mistreated before we rescued her.  



Home Sweet Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are fortunate to live in a part of the city where there is so much to offer! Some of our favorite things to 
do are going to sporting events such as the Minnesota Twins Baseball games and also the minor league team 
called the St. Paul Saints.  They always have a dog friendly game that we get to bring our dog to. It’s great 
that we can bring the whole family and have a good time! For 3 years in a row Erin and one of our previous 

dogs were fortunate enough to throw the first pitch out before the game started! 

We live 1 block away from the Elementary School in our town so we 

would be able to walk your child to and from school every day!  

There are also a lot of kids in our neighborhood ranging from the ages 

of 6 months to 8 years. Just on our block alone there are 6 boys 

running around!  Our neighbors are extremely friendly. The picture to 

the left is of a bunch of neighborhood kids playing on the newly 

installed play ground a few blocks from our house. All the kids were so 

excited that you could just feel the happiness in the air!  

Our home is very cozy and quaint.  It’s an older home with lots of character 

which is what we love about it! It’s close to hospitals, play grounds and 

schools as well as the Minnesota Science Museum, many zoos and the 

Children’s Museum (which we have been to many times and we love the 

fun spin they put on teaching children!). We have everything we could 

need within 15 minutes of our house!  

Our back yard is fully fenced in for the safety of 

children and dogs; they could run to their hearts’ 

content!!  In our back yard we love bonfires and 

Shane loves to grill!  One of our best memories in 

our back yard is when we had a large group of 

friends over and bought a piñata. We blindfolded 

ourselves and pretended we were kids again! We 

all dove onto the ground to pick up the candy 

when it finally was broken!   



Family…  

 

 

 

                                                                                         

 

   

 

 

 

 

    

Our family loves to be outdoors. We have an annual family camping trip we 

take every September when the weather is perfect to sleep under the stars! The 

trip includes all children and pets and we all spend the evening sitting by the 

campfire and roasting marshmallows and hot dogs after a day of playing games, 

walking, cooking and riding trails on the 4 wheelers!  Our favorite game to play 

as a family is horse shoes. It’s always couple versus couple and the couple that 

loses has to clean up dinner!  Our most recent camping trip ended up with us 

losing all the games.  Needless to say there were lots of dishes washed by us and 

our family still won’t let us forget it! 

One word to sum up our family is simply “FUN”!  We like to laugh a lot and act goofy!  From going to 3-D 

movies to entering our previous dogs into costume contests (which they took best in show), to playing football 

in the back yard to sitting in the rain under an umbrella making funny faces.  We like to take advantage of 

everything life has to offer.  Last winter we all decided to go to an indoor water park.  Shane and Erin’s Dad 

decided to have a friendly competition of who could cross the kiddy pool the fastest. They were so into their 

competition they did not even hear the life guards blowing their whistles telling them to stop. They reached the 

end, Shane won, but his victory was short-lived when the life guard told him to exit the pool immediately! Our 

cousins love to tell that story!  

In addition to two big sisters, your child will have 3 Great Grandmas, 2 Great Grandpas, 4 Grandparents, 8 

uncles, 7 aunts and 15 cousins; most within 20 minutes of us. 

Both our parents are children at heart! We remember Erin’s dad during 

Christmas last year wanting to race everyone to the bottom of the hill on the 

sled. Just as he was heading into first place, one of the family dogs ran up to 

him and knocked him off his sled ending his race in last place!  He was trying 

to act as if he was mad but couldn’t stop laughing as the dog was licking his 

face! 



And more family…..  

 

 

 

 

 

              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

Our entire family loves dogs!  We always laugh when we look 

at this picture. It was taken at our Grandparents’ house on the 

lake where we gather for the holidays; it was the 4th of July 

weekend. Everyone had gathered there and everyone brought 

their dogs. Our Grandpa was just looking around at all the dogs 

running around and finally yelled out “There are 8 dang dogs 

here and not one of them is mine!”  He was shaking his fist and 

laughing at the same time.  

 

Your child would be surrounded by kids of all ages!  Of course there will be two big sisters close in age 

but also included are cousins ranging from ages 1 ½ -23 to the neighborhood kids running around!  The 

picture above of our niece drinking the chocolate milks always makes us laugh! She wanted the biggest 

glass the restaurant could give her and boy did she get it!  Giving into life’s simple pleasures is important 

to us! 

 

Erin has an aunt who was adopted. She loves and thanks her birth mother 

every day for making the decision to place her with such a loving family.  

She has told us she feels where she is in life is exactly where she should be 

and where she wants to be.  Having another adoption in the family will give 

your child someone who has experienced it first hand to talk to!  With 

Erin’s aunt being older, she will make a great mentor for your child to give 

him/her a different perspective than his/her adopted older sisters! 

Family is most definitely not about having 

the same genetics. We consider our 

daughters’ birthmothers family. We 

communicate with them frequently and had 

an instant bond the moment we met. We got 

to know a big part of their life and feel very 

close to both of them. We will always hold 

them very close to our hearts!  The 

relationship we have with our daughters’ 

birth mothers are absolutely something we 

want to have with you!   



Jobs 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

Shane works for a company that sells pipes, fittings and valves to 

gas and oil companies and refineries. His workplace is very flexible 

and family oriented. They believe family comes first and even told 

him if he ever had to bring our daughters to work (or our dog ), 

they were more than welcome!  He enjoys his job and it’s a quick 

15 minutes away from where we live! So if anything came up he 

would be able to drop everything in a moment’s notice. He rarely 

travels for his job which enables him to be home for dinner every 

night! 

 

Erin is the General Manager at a Dog Daycare and Boarding facility. She has 

worked there since college and couldn’t imagine doing anything else! Erin 

starts work early in the morning and gets done early as well. Being able to 

get home early to spend more time with your child is very important to 

us! She also works from home 1 day a week. Erin’s work is also a quick 15 

minutes away from home and is very flexible.  With both of us having 

flexible jobs it eases our mind knowing we can drop everything to be at 

your child’s side. 

 

Erin gets to bring our dog to work with her every day! She usually spends time with her in her office and 

is able to oversee all the other dogs .  She is also able to play with the other dogs for hours every day, 

and gets her exercise so she is nice and tired at the end of the work day. This would allow us to spend 

quality time with your child while our dog sleeps peacefully next to us!  The picture above is of one of the 

playrooms at Erin’s job and all the fun dogs she gets to hang out with on a daily basis!  How could you 

not come home happy?!  



We hope…the start of something great! 

We don’t even know how to put into words how we feel about the decision you are making.  We can’t imagine 

the ups and downs you must be going through.   Although we know it’s a completely different experience, our 

hearts go out to you as we have been through some of our own heart wrecking moments with trying to build 

our family. 

We believe that loving and raising a child is it not about genetics but about connection, love and devotion.  

The gift you would be giving us to raise your child in our family is truly something we will NEVER be able to 

repay you!  We promise to be open with your child about the courageous decision you are making!  

 

 

            We hope you have gained some insight of the type of couple we are: easy going, fun loving, open 

minded and “live for every moment” type of couple!  Adoption is a path we know we were meant to 

be on! We will always be open with your child about you and are excited to continue to be in contact 

with you about the developments in your child’s life in any way you feel comfortable.  We cannot 

express how thankful we are as without you we would not be able to fulfill our dream of completing 

our family.  Thank you for considering us; even if we are not chosen all we want is the best for each 

child being placed for adoption as it is such a wonderful and beautiful thing! 


