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THANK YOU for taking the time learn about 

us. We can only imagine what this journey 

may be like for you.  Please know that we 

recognize your great courage, strength and 

selflessness.  Life sure is filled with ups and 

downs and as we have gone through our 

own journey, we have learned that everyone 

has a story.  Though different, we hope that 

the roads on our journeys may come to the 

same crossing and that our stories may 

intertwine.  We look forward to learning more 

about you and appreciate your loving 

sacrifice. We wish you peace in the months 

ahead.  

 

 

 



 

 

  
We live within 15 minutes of family-

grandparents, cousins, aunts and uncles.  

We see one another at least every 

weekend and often during the week to 

support cousins in gymnastics, dance and 

hockey or just to get together for 

weeknight burgers on the grill!  Just the 

other Sunday we had everyone over after 

church for brunch. Great-grandma always 

brings her famous caramel rolls!   

We enjoy hiking and being active outdoors.  

Just a few miles from our home is a park filled 

with miles and miles of trails.  During the 

winter months when it’s not too cold, we 

especially love to go snow shoeing with our 

dog, Porter.  We went out the other day and 

it was the highlight of his week.  He ran 

around smelling every tree on our path! 

We find any excuse to celebrate!  Early on 

we implemented Birthday Month.  Rather 

than celebrating one day, we stretch the 

excitement for a whole month.  This means 

we fill the days with special activities.  We 

just recently celebrated our niece’s 

birthday with a Sunday afternoon at the 

theater watching The Little Mermaid.  We 

would raise your child to find joy and 

celebration in all accomplishments both 

large and small.  

Who We Are: 
 



  

 

Kayla is the "favorite" auntie in our family!  When she 

walks into a room, all the nieces and nephews run to 

her wanting a hug and fight over her attention.  They 

even insist on sleeping in her tent during camping 

trips!  Kayla loves spending time with all the kiddos 

and plans special auntie dates with them.  Just the 

other weekend, Kayla brought our niece Ruby to the 

book store to pick out a book and then treated her 

to ice cream.  

 

Kayla is very cheerful and her upbeat attitude never 

waivers.  Even in the dark times, she reminds me to 

stay positive.  I am very active and several years ago 

sustained a knee injury that required surgery and 

months of rehab.  With Kayla’s constant support, 

encouragement and love, I was able to make a 

complete recovery.  Know that your child would have 

a steadfast guide to help them through the most 

difficult times of their life.  

 

About Kayla: 
                                                 (By Tony) 

 
 

Kayla has been a runner since joining track in 

high school.  She is always up for a new 

challenge. In college, her friend wanted to run 

a half marathon. Kayla jumped on board and 

registered too.  She trained for 4 months, 

improving her endurance each week.  She 

completed the half marathon tired but prideful 

of her accomplishment and now participates in 

a few races every year.  She overcomes 

whatever she puts her mind to!    

 



                                                                                                                                                                   

  

About Tony: 
                                (By Kayla) 

 
 

Tony is an avid outdoorsman. He especially loves to fish… 

where we live he can do this in a boat during the summer 

and on the ice during the winter!  One January, Tony’s aunts 

and uncles wanted to try ice fishing.  The temperature was 

below zero and one of his uncles was so cold he sprinted 

into the ice house and stepped right into the small fishing 

hole!  Luckily Tony is always prepared and had an extra pair 

of boots and wool socks in the truck!   

Although it may be assumed as he is a teacher, 

Tony is one of the most patient people I have 

ever met.  This is one of the traits that makes him 

a great coach and role model.  One of his 

former players continued to reach out to Tony 

after graduation and throughout college as he 

pursued a degree in teaching himself.  Through 

years of mentorship they are now good friends 

and we even attended his wedding last 

summer.  Tony will support your child in 

whatever activity they are interested in! 

Tony is a “project” man.  Because he is patient and loves to 

figure out a puzzle, he finds great joy in tackling a new project 

he’s never tried before!  When we built our home, Tony acted 

as general contractor, organizing the entire project, even 

though his only construction experience was building poll 

barns one summer.  Here Tony is tiling a bathroom floor.  It was 

his first time tiling, and it turned out beautiful!  Tony would 

always encourage your child to have the confidence to try 

and learn new things.  



 

  

We started dating in high school and even 

went to the prom together!  We dated on 

and off through college.  After graduating 

and starting our first jobs 7 hours apart, we 

realized we wanted to spend our lives 

together.  When Tony proposed, all of our 

friends and family said, “FINALLY!”   

Two years into our marriage we decided that 

we were ready to start our family.  We spent 

a couple of years navigating the medical 

world of infertility and learning about 

adoption.  We know that love makes a 

family, not biology and we are eager to 

become adoptive parents! We look forward 

to sharing this remarkable journey with you!  

The Story of Us: 

We’ve known each other since 

we were eight years old.  We 

became friends in Mrs. J’s 3rd 

grade class and have been part 

of each other’s lives ever since!  



 

  

We find great joy in living an active lifestyle.  

Just the other weekend we brought our niece 

and nephew sledding and snowshoeing to 

explore our beautiful city park, which is only 3 

miles down the road from our home. Porter 

tagged along and even enjoyed a few runs 

down the hill in the sled with the kids!  

We share a love for the lake in the summer.  

Kayla enjoys to paddleboard and read Gillian 

Flynn’s latest suspense novel on the beach while 

Tony fishes in the kayak.  In this first picture, after 

a day on the lake, we enjoyed a picnic.  Porter 

most appreciated the snacks that come along 

with it!  Although we packed his dog food, he 

jumped up and ate Tony’s turkey sandwich right 

out of his hand! 

Every year we try to plan at least one big trip. 

We like to explore new places and cultures and 

specifically try local foods.  We often watch the 

Food Network or get tips from our Lyft drivers on 

the best authentic food in town.  On our last trip 

Tony talked Kayla into trying oysters… and much 

to her surprise, she kind of liked them!   

Time Well Spent: 
                                 

 
 



 

  

We always joke that our families are filled 

with love, laughter and loudness!  When we 

gather for Sunday Suppers at Grandma 

and Grandpa’s house, we chuckle when 

Grandma sneaks her hearing aids out and 

hides them on top of the fridge.  When she 

sees you catch her she says, “I just love the 

noise but it makes concentrating on 

cooking tough!” 

Our families love to play games, trivia and 

even appreciate a little friendly competition!  

One time Tony, Grandma and a couple of 

aunts and uncles even tried out for the game 

show, Family Feud.  Although they didn’t make 

it all the way through try-outs, they did make it 

past the first round and still reminisce by 

teasing each other with, “Survey says…!” 

Your child would grow up close to cousins.  Uncle 

Josh, Aunt Nikki and cousins Mikko & Etta (ages 5 & 

3) live only 2 miles away and often bike over for hot 

dogs on the grill and to explore the trails and pick 

raspberries in our backyard.  Once, Porter got so 

excited when the kids came over to play, that he 

ran down the driveway to greet them as they biked 

in and then sprinted around the house for a couple 

of laps in all of his delight! 

Family: 
                                 

 
 

Your child would group up with 4 grandparents, 2 great-grandparents, 4 uncles, 4 

aunts and 4 cousins.  We also have a very large extended family with many 2nd 

cousins that your child would grow up playing with and spending time with regularly. 

 



 

  

We often host slumber parties with our nieces and 

nephews.  They love to come to our house and have 

dance parties in the family room and watch a movie 

with popcorn before bed.  Lately, Mulan has been the 

favorite movie pick!  Once, we had a “girls’ night” 

slumber party where we painted nails and baked 

cupcakes.  That evening while Ruby and Etta were 

snacking on their popcorn cups, Porter jumped up on 

the bed and popcorn went flying everywhere! Both girls 

screamed and pretty soon everyone was laughing!   

Family Traditions: 
                                 

 
 

Christmas is spent celebrating for several days with 

extended family and all are welcome! Uncle Jake 

started mentoring Paul in the Big Brother Program 10 

years ago.  For years Paul and his own family have 

been included in our family gatherings and 

celebrations.  We have incorporated their 

traditions, like eating creamed corn and mashed 

potatoes for Christmas dinner, with our celebrations 

and would love to learn about your family traditions 

so your child would grow up honoring their roots. 

Kayla grew up spending a week at a lake 

resort every summer with her family and 

we still do this today.  This is where Kayla 

learned to water ski.  Each year on the last 

afternoon of the vacation, Grandpa pulls 

7 skiers around the lake for a little ski show.  

Someday, when your child is old enough, 

he or she would learn to water ski behind 

Grandpa’s boat. 

Paul 



 

  

Home & Neighborhood: 

                                 

 
 

Our comfy home was built for a family! Kayla 

designed it and Tony built it with our future in 

mind.  We moved specifically to a 5-acre lot in 

the country so we would have room to roam 

with lots of woods to explore.   We regularly 

see wildlife in our backyard.  Whether deer, 

turkeys or the occasional neighbor’s chicken… 

there’s always some excitement.  Right after 

we moved in, we started noticing small hills 

throughout the yard.  We had a gopher 

problem before we even unpacked our boxes!  

But we love the country! 

This is the view from the bedroom 

window that we hope will one day 

be the nursery.  Your child would 

have a swing set and sandbox with a 

large back yard for years of playing 

and endless fun!   

Every year, our small town hosts a great summer 

festival.  It is an exciting week filled with parades, 

fireworks, concerts and other events.  Because 

our community is full of young, growing families, 

this is always a fun time to connect with 

neighbors and friends.  One year during the 

parade, one of the fire trucks broke down and 

halted the parade for over 30 minutes!  Luckily 

there was lots of candy and marching band 

music to keep all the kids entertained! 



 

  

There are many parks and even a wildlife 

refuge within 15 miles of our home.  Our city 

park is just minutes away and is filled with 

several trails for hiking, hills for winter sledding 

and a huge playground that kids love! In the 

summertime we meet friends here to catch 

up while the kids play.  The slides are their 

favorite! 

Home & Neighborhood: 

                                 

 
 

Our small town has a great community center 

that hosts lots of family activities like swimming 

lessons and float nights in the pool.  It also 

offers a water slide, rock climbing wall and 

holds our community library.  We love to go 

on Saturdays. Once, Tony took our niece and 

nephew to the library where Mikko insisted 

they read every Superman book on the shelf! 

We have a beautiful golf course in our 

community and it actually offers one of the 

best restaurants in town.  We often meet friends 

and their families for dinner on Saturday and in 

the summer take afternoons to golf.  Our 

friends Rachel and Tony bring their daughter 

Addy who loves the golf cart rides.   



 

  

Kayla graduated college with a degree in 

exercise physiology and works as a wellness 

director.  She is part of a great team of 

colleagues who also have families, which allows 

flexibility in work schedules.  She can even work 

from home!  Kayla will have the ability to attend 

appointments, school events and other activities 

that allow being a mom her number one priority!  

When we are at work Grandma, who is a 

retired elementary school teacher, would 

care for your baby.  It is important that 

your child have the care and attention of 

a loved one.  Our predictable schedules 

mean we can be home with your child in 

plenty of time for family suppers and 

afternoon activities. 

Tony gradated college with a degree in 

education and works as an elementary 

physical education teacher at the school 

where your child would attend, only 5 miles 

from our home.  Tony’s schedule allows him 

summers off so your child would get to 

spend a lot of one-on-one time with Tony 

filling summer days with adventures! 

Our Weekdays:                
                                 

 
 



 THANK YOU 
                                 

 
 

From the bottom of our hearts, we are very grateful that you have taken 

the time to consider us in adopting your child.  We have the utmost 

respect for you in this emotional process of considering adoption and in 

this selfless and courageous act of love.   

 

We would be forever grateful if you choose to take this journey with us.  

Please know that it is very important to us that your child know their 

story.  We believe adoption to be the ultimate sacrifice a loving mother 

can make and you would always be spoken and thought of in great 

respect and admiration in our home.  We look forward to maintaining 

contact with you throughout the years. 

 

This gift of adoption would be the greatest blessing we could ever 

receive.  Thank you for giving us this chance.  We hope to hear from 

you soon! 


