
Matthew & Rhea 

Allie, Puma & Denali, too!  



Thank you for taking the time to learn about our lives. We have 
so much respect for what we feel is the courage and bravery to 

consider adoption. To be chosen to be your child's adoptive  
parents would mean the world to us. We hope this book gives 
you a sense of who we are and how much love and joy we can 

bring to your child.  We are praying for you and wish you  
continued strength during what must be a difficult time. 

Thank You 



We love to go on long bike rides. One of our best  
memories from biking was when we biked on the 
beach.  We packed up our lunch and spent the 
whole afternoon on our bikes exploring the island 
and we looked for sea shells.  As we biked, we saw 
wind surfers and decided to stop and have a  
picnic.  We were so thrilled to see the surfers up 
close.  It was such a beautiful day and it felt so  
relaxing sitting on the beach.  Your child will get to 
experience often and enjoy the outdoors. 

We enjoy long drives for a quick adventure. We  
especially enjoy visiting historic areas or going for a 
quick hike.  One day we decided to take a spontaneous 
drive to a town that was a little over 2 hours away to 
see a volcano that was spewing ash. When we reached 
our destination, the snow started coming down really 
hard. We wanted to be safe and not drive home so we 
decided to make it a little mini vacation out of it.  We 
pick up some overnight essentials at a local grocery 
store and stayed at an Inn.  Although it was an  
unexpected overnight stay, we had an amazing time. 

Who We Are 

We enjoy having lazy days especially when it is rainy out.  
We spend the day hanging out in our pajamas, make  
ourselves a cup of tea and enjoy old classic movies.  On 
one weekend, we were expecting severe thunderstorms 
and heavy rain to roll throughout the weekend, so we  
decided to head to the grocery store to pick up a frozen 
pizza, popcorn and candy and plan to stay in all weekend.  
We had found a box full of old movies, it was almost like 
finding hidden treasure with many of our favorite movies.  
We watched Forrest Gump, as it always makes us smile.   



About Rhea (By Matt) 

Rhea’s favorite room in the house is the kitchen! 
She can whip up just anything with just a few  
ingredients. Rhea learned to cook when she was 6 
years old. She would watch her grandpa and her 
mom cook and always wanted to help even if was  
stirring what ever was in the pot.  On the 4th of 
July we had a potluck block party and Rhea made 
Lumpia, which is a Filipino eggroll.  Everyone loved 
them so much and now request them every time 
we have get togethers. 

Rhea enjoys gardening, something she learned 
from her dad.  Her childhood home had a large 
backyard with a garden and she always got to pick 
fresh fruit and vegetables sometimes eating them 
right away.   Now, she grows fresh herbs,  
tomatoes, and bell peppers on the screened in 
porch.  Her favorite so far are the avocado and  
lemon tree she planted straight from seed. 
Although they have not produced any fruit yet, 
she enjoys caring for her plants and watching 
them grow.   

Rhea loves evening walks and watching the  
sunset.  After dinner one evening recently, she 
took Denali and I on one of her evening walks 
around the neighborhood.  When she reached 
the hill overlooking the subdivision, we both saw 
rain in the distance that quickly dissipated.  
Suddenly, out came a rainbow!  We sat on the 
hill for nearly half an hour feeling a sense of  
relaxation.  Your child will grow up in an active 
family. 



About Matt (By Rhea) 

Matt has always been a very outdoorsy person 
and looks forward to doing his favorite 
summer activities.  Matt loves to go hiking off 
the beaten path.  His favorite memory was 
when we went hiking on an old mining road 
and we came across a glacier fed pond.  It was 
a bluebird day and so hot out that Matt  
wanted to jump in the pond.  He jumped in the 
pond, not realizing that the water was freezing 
cold and he quickly jumped out but enjoyed 
every minute of it. 

Matt loves the Atlanta Braves and enjoys going to the 
ballfield to root for them.  When the Braves team hosted 
“Chopfest” for the fans, Matt was so thrilled to be able 
to walk out on the field where the teams plays, It was a 
once in a lifetime experience for him.  He even got to 
see past players as they talked to the fans.  On this  
particular event the new Braves mascot Blooper was  
revealed.  Matt thought Booper looked like a funny  
character but he has grown on him.  Your child will  
experience going to many sporting events. 

Recently, Matt discovered his passion for grilling, 
something he has always wanted to learn and do.  
During one of our gatherings with neighbors, he 
wanted to make smoked beef ribs, he was so  
nervous about smoking them because as it was his 
first time and he did not want to overcook them.  
He spent hours tending to the smoker and  
watching it carefully.  When they were done, he 
couldn’t wait to cut into them.  He was so happy to 
see how tender and juicy it was.  Everyone was so 
impressed! 



Becoming A Couple 
We met in a small ski town where we both 
worked. Rhea was known to be shy and to 
Matt’s surprise, she built up the courage and 
asked Matt to come and hang out with her 
during the towns annual festival.  He was so 
excited and gladly said yes.  Although we are 
both complete opposites by height, we 
enjoyed each other’s company and  
conversations and quickly hit it off and have 
been together since. Matts 4 month  
internship ended up being a 6 year stay. 

They say the best way to a mans heart is through his 
stomach and that might be true;  It was Rhea’s love 
for cooking that won Matt’s heart.  After a few 
weeks of dating, Rhea wanted to do something  
special for Matt and she invited him over for dinner 
after work.  She made him baked Salmon and he  
enjoyed every bit of it.  Ever since then, she has  
enjoyed being the chef of the house. 

We have always wanted children.  Due to Rhea’s body size, we 
both knew that she would be at high risk for pregnancy  
complications.  After learning about adoption and talking to 
friends that have adopted and what their journey was like, we 
both knew that adoption was the right path for us.  From them 
we have learned of the emotional challenges of adoption, 
the patience to be matched and at the end, is the most  
rewarding experience of becoming adoptive parents.  We are 
looking forward to walking this journey with you.  



Our Pets 
Matt grew up with cats and Rhea always had dogs.  Our 
pets are all rescues from the Humane Society.  Allie was 
our first love.  When we got her she was so tiny and as 
sweet as can be. Not even a few months later, we  
rescued Puma who was only 2 months old, it was his 
bright orange coat and blue eyes that made us know he 
was the one.  Denali joined our family when she was 4 
months old, she was so active and always ready to play. 

Allie, Puma and Denali’s favorite place in the house is on the 
screened in porch.  They enjoy sitting out there for hours bird 
watching.  One day, after Matt had watered the lawn many 
birds started flying into our yard landing near the pools of  
water in the yard to bathe.  Both Allie and Puma got up and 
close to the screen and watched with curiosity. 

Our pets are great with kids and so relaxed and 
calm around them.  Denali seems to get all the 
attention towards the neighborhood kids.  On 
one afternoon walk with Denali, the kids on our 
street were getting off the school bus and they 
ran up to pet her.  Denali was so excited and she 
always loves all the attention.  Matt happened to 
have a dog treats in his pocket, so he gave the 
treats to the kids to give Denali and they  
enjoyed  playing with her. 



Our Family 
If you choose us, your child will get to spend time with 4 grandparents, 5 great-grandparents, 
4 aunts and uncles and 11 cousins.   

Our family is very diverse. We have family members who 
are Filipino, American, Polish, Chinese and Spanish. We  
always have such a great time when we are all together.  
During one of our family gatherings Matt’s sister-in-law who 
is Chinese wanted to show us how to make dumplings.  We 
sat around the kitchen table as she showed us how to 
properly wrap each one.  Not only was everyone excited to 
learn something from her culture, we were also excited to 
eat them too!  They were so delicious!  Your child will learn 
about different cultures, including your own. 

Our family enjoys being out on the ocean.  Rhea’s dad was an  
avid fisherman and owned 2 boats. Every summer, they looked for-
ward to taking the boats out even if it was just to ride around the 
island.  One summer when we were out on the boat to go fishing, 
Rhea and her dad pulled up the crab traps and fishing net and 
caught Dungeness crabs and salmon.  On this particular fishing trip 
all the kids wanted to hold and touch the crabs we caught, they 
were so excited.  After this trip, we brought our catch home and 
ate it for dinner.  

We look forward to monthly birthday  
celebrations. One of the benefits to having 
such a large family is that there is always 
someone celebrating a birthday each month.  
On one particular birthday month, we did a 
family style Filipino feast.  We had a long  
table set up and laid out banana leaves and 
topped it with a traditional Filipino food.  
Everyone gathered around the table eating 
and sharing great laughs about how much 
food we all can eat whenever we are all  
together! 



Traditions 
Every Christmas, we travel to our favorite cabin in the 
mountains to spend a quiet holiday together.   During 
one of our recent trips to the cabin, it was rainy and 
windy out and all of a sudden the power went out for 
nearly 4 hours.  Luckily, our cabin had a gas fireplace that 
we cozied up to while playing game of Monopoly and 
drinking hot chocolate.  When the power finally came 
back on we were ready for dinner.  We threw some 
steaks on the grill and ended the night sitting in the hot 
tub. 

Every Thanksgiving, we spend time with Matt’s 
cousin, her husband and their son who live in 
Colorado.  Matt’s nephew is always our tour 
guide when we visit, he looks forward to taking 
us places that he enjoys and he makes it so fun 
when we visit.  When we visited recently, he 
couldn't wait to take us up a mountain where 
the Continental Divide runs through.  The views 
on the mountain were amazing.  We look 
forward to learning about some of your favorite 
traditions to include in our gatherings for your 
child. 

We enjoy hosting our annual Halloween party for our 
neighbors on our front driveway.   Every year we dress up 
in our costumes.  This year Matt was a cop and Rhea was a 
camp counselor.  The kids show up in their costumes to 
enjoy food and treats before going trick-or-treating.   Our 
favorite costume this year was a girl that dressed up as 
Wednesday from the movie The Adams Family, she was so 
cute!  We always have a firepit going so that everyone  
especially the kids can make s’mores.  It always makes us 
so happy when we hear the excitement in their voices.  
Your child will get to spend lots of time with the kids on 
our street and build long lasting relationships with them. 



Our Home & Neighborhood 

We live in a large neighborhood in a growing community 
Tennessee.  Every weekend, our neighbors get together to 
hang out on each other’s driveways while the kids run 
around and play.  On one particular night while socializing, 
we realized it was time for dinner, however, nobody was 
ready to go home so we ended up rolling out the barbeque 
grill while everyone ran to their house to bring something 
to grill up and share.  We had so much fun having an  
impromptu block party. 

Our neighborhood has a large clubhouse with a 
community pool and a splash pad for the kids.  In 
the summertime we round up the neighbors and 
their kids and spend lots of time at the pool.  This 
past July our clubhouse hosted a summertime 
event where they provided live music from local 
bands that played popular country music, and also 
gave away barbeque sandwiches.  We sat by the 
pool the whole afternoon and into the evening 
playing and enjoying the entertainment.  The 
music was so relaxing and perfect for summer. 
Your child will spend lots of time at the pool in the 
summer playing with all the neighborhood kids. 

Our neighborhood hosts fun events for the whole family to 
enjoy.   We always look forward to movie nights on the lawn.  
During these events, everyone brings their lawn chairs over or 
a large blanket to sit on the lawn and watch a movie on the 
big blow up screen.  Food trucks line the clubhouse so  
everyone can enjoy food and treats.  We ate funnel cakes, 
popcorn and hotdogs while watching The Greatest Showman.  
We had so much fun that evening.   



Weekdays 

Matt is the Vice President of a contract labor 
company in the hotel hospitality industry. He 
works from home and has a flexible schedule 
he can set. Puma the cat likes to come to 
hang out while Matt works and make sure 
everything is running smoothly.  

Each day starts with making breakfast together 
before work.  We enjoy cooking breakfast while 
we plan our day.  Some mornings, we enjoy 
watching the sunrise on the back porch and 
drinking a cup of coffee.  One time our neighbor 
gave us farm fresh eggs.  We had never tried 
them before and were excited to cook them for 
breakfast with bacon. What a delicious  
breakfast it was that morning!  With our flexible 
schedules, your child will always enjoy meals at 
home with family. 

Rhea is the Accounting and Travel Manager for a 
hotel consultant company. She works from home 
remotely as her corporate office is in another 
city. Rhea has flexibility in her work day so that 
she too can devote lots of her time to care to 
your child.  



Thank You 

We are humbled and thankful that you have taken the time to  
consider us and thank you for allowing us to share with you a little 
about ourselves. We imagine the road you are walking is one filled 
with many choices and decisions to be made. We promise to give 
your child a safe, stable, nurturing and compassion at home. We 
hope these stories helped to show you the kind of life we could  
provide for them. We would love to share photos and updates with 
you, to your comfort.  We will always be open and honest with your 
child in regards to adoption. We will make sure that your child knows 
how much you love them and how hard the decision was for you and 
you will always be reflected positively to them.  




